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Public Servants Are Becoming Targets
By Woody Will

These are some strange 
days we are living in.  It looks 
like people have lost the ability 
to reason and think for them-
selves.  

A police officer in Ferguson Mo. fearing for his 
life shoots a man and he is put on trial.  He is ac-
quitted of wrong doing and people are outraged at 
the decision.  In New York two police officers are 
ambushed and shot in their car because of the Fer-
guson decision and because they are police offi-
cers.  On Christmas Eve in Webster New York a 
gunman ambushed firefighters by setting his house 
and car on fire so that when the firefighters arrived on the scene he shot 4 and 2 have died.

As a public servant we must protect those that are under our jurisdiction.  However, we must de-
velop strategies and training programs that will result in a better situational awareness.  

Not everyone we protect loves us.  I know that is not news to many of you.  However, if we are 
to attract new people in the emergency services we have to take better care of those we have.  We 
must become “Street Smart” about responding.  If you serve a neighborhood that has drug and other 
social problems consider providing body armor.  Will it be needed on each run?  No.  But in some 
cases where the neighborhood is questionable and no indication that the scene is safe, it could be 
beneficial.  If for no other reason it will tell the troops that you care enough that you want their safety 
to be the most important aspect of your service.

We have to take responsibility for our members.  We have, nationwide, spent a lot of money on 
exercise equipment to get our people in shape to do a job.  We try our best to invest in the most up-
to-date turn out gear and equipment.  We tell them when they join, that their safety is extremely im-
portant.  Schools and factories are spending good money for “Active Shooter” programs to increase 
awareness of the possibility of acts of violence in the school or workplace.  Isn’t it time we at least 
look at some policy changes that may save the lives of our most valuable assets when they respond 
to hostile situations?
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Notes From The President’s Desk
Steve Kyle

If you can dream it, you can do it.
Walt Disney 

Notes From 1st Vice
President Jeff Pohlman

Happy New Year everyone!!!  I hope all had a 
very safe and enjoyable holiday and can now look 
towards the new year.   There is a lot of activity 
starting in the next month, so hopefully everyone 
is rested and ready to participate in this year’s ac-
tivities.  We kick the year off with the Green River 
Officer’s School.   I know they are excited to have 
it back in Owensboro and that the rest of us are 
looking forward to attending.  I’m sure they will 
have an action packed weekend for us.

Don’t forget the legislative session will be start-
ing soon and Howdy and Steve will be needing 
our help in calling our representatives on various 
items.  This is very important and please believe 
me when I tell you that your voice counts.  We 
can’t make any changes for the fire service with-
out all of us working together.  So your calls mat-
ter.  

We are continuing to plan for the 2015 KFA 
Conference.  Registration is now open.  You can 
visit www.kfa2015.com to register and make your 
reservations.  We are excited to be hosting the 
conference in Paducah and look for to seeing you 
here in August.

Thanks and Be Safe in All You Do!!!

Steve Kyle
President

Greetings from Northern Ken-
tucky!  I hope all had a Merry 
Christmas and are starting out the 

New Year on a good note!  
As we start the New Year, we tend to make 

many resolutions that fall by the wayside by Feb-
ruary.  My wishes are that we have a very safe 
winter season with no fire fatalities.  We must 
stress the importance of smoke detectors to the 
citizens we serve.

The Bryant Stiles/Green River Officer’s School 
is returning to Owensboro later this month.  The 

brochure is out and there are many great classes.  
On Saturday of the school, the KFA will hold an 
Executive Board meeting and we thank the Green 
River Association for hosting this meeting.  

We are also preparing for the State Fire 
School in June.  You may or may not know that 
monthly meetings are held year-round preparing 
for this school.  There will be many great classes 
available along with a great Friday class/seminar 
from Billy Goldfeder.  Chief Goldfeder is a very dy-
namic speaker and will definitely keep your atten-
tion throughout the class.  The school brochures 
should be available soon and please take the op-
portunity to sign up early.

The legislative session is about to begin, so 
please read your emails on the weekly progress 
from our lobbyist.  For years Howdy Kurtsinger 
and Gerald Stewart have been fixtures in Frank-
fort.  Due to Gerald’s health, he will not be able to 
attend the session in Frankfort but will keep close 
attention via the internet and emails with Howdy.  
We also want to welcome Steve Rath as one of 
our new lobbyists.  Steve is a very good friend 
whom I’ve worked with at Newport FD early in my 
career.  Steve comes to us from the Ft. Thomas 
Fire Department and is the husband of our KFA 
Secretary Monica Rath.

I want to thank the Southgate Fire Department 
for once again inviting me to their Installation of 
Officers event.  As many of you know, many great 
KFA Presidents have come from that department 
and they continue to be a great asset to the KFA 
and Kentucky Fire Service.

On January 17th, I will be attending the NKFA 
Awards Banquet.  This is an annual event that is 
well attended to honor the Fire/EMS/Dispatchers 
of Northern Kentucky.  I will report on the recipi-
ents of the awards in the next newsletter.  

Stay safe!

Jeffrey H. Pohlman
1st Vice President 

Words of Wisdom
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Mike Hulsey
Vice President At-Large

It’s Christmas Eve as I am writ-
ing this; my sincere hope is that everyone has a 
Christ like Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Right now I am very troubled, as our nation 
goes further and further down, our brothers in 
blue attacked, just because the court system did 
not rule the way some people wanted.  It is my 
opinion that this individual that assassinated the 
two LNYPD officers was definitely influenced by 
the rhetoric that has been presented since the 
incidents at Ferguson and New York.  What has 
happened to respect, respect for the emergency 
workers and respect for the citizens?  I grew up 
in a black neighborhood, we in our neighborhood 
were taught to respect the Police and to do what 
they said.  We hold the keys to stopping this.  

I am very troubled by the actions of a neigh-
boring Fire Department Chief.  There is no room 
in the Fire Service for the comments that were 
made.  It is very easy to apologize when it hits the 
fan; this person needs to be accountable for his 
actions.

This year we have had 4 LODD, one is too 
many.  I beg all of you to strive to be as safe as 
possible and may God keep his protecting hand 
on all of you.  

Hope to see everyone at Green River, in Ow-
ensboro this February and again in Elizabethtown 
in March for the Dixie Fire School.

Mike Hulsey

Lewis Ratliff
Director Pike Co. FFA

First of all, I hope everyone had a good holi-
day season and is having a good start to 2015.

On Thursday, Dec. 18, 2014, The Pike County 
Fiscal Court dedicated the Pike County Firefighter 
Memorial Wall. The wall is located in the old Pike 
County Courthouse.  There are seven names on 
the wall. Those names are Captain James McKen-
zie of the Pikeville Fire Department, who passed 

away April 9, 1970, Firefighter Ray Shenefield of 
the Johns Creek Fire Department, who passed 
away December 30, 1990, Firefighter Steven E. 
Bryant of the Feds Creek Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, who passed away June 23, 1991, Firefight-
er Benny Chaney of the Feds Creek Volunteer 
Fire Department, who passed away December 
27, 1991, Firefighter Raymond Adkins of the Big 
Creek Volunteer Fire Department, who passed 
away April 30, 1993, Chief Jason "Todd" Rowe of 
the Elkhorn City Volunteer Fire Department, who 
passed  away December 23, 2004 and Lieutenant 
Johnny Buchanan of the Feds Creek Volunteer 
Fire Department, who passed away September 
18, 2006.

According to Pike County Firefighters Associ-
ation President Randy Courtney, this project was 
long overdue and we are continuing to work to-
ward a monument to be located at the Pike Coun-
ty Seat.

Respectfully Yours,

Lewis Ratliff

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  I hope 2015 will bring 
prosperity, health and safety to all Emergency Re-
sponders with the extreme hope “Everyone Goes 
Home ".  I hope everyone had a Blessed Christ-
mas and got everything from Santa you needed.  

I must tell you, everyday it seems I am read-
ing or hearing about another fire with loss of life 
and property.  I have discussed this with Public 
Education Committee Chairman Greg Schultz 
and the committee about dedicating our efforts to 
educating our citizens about the horrors of fire, 
now more than ever.

With winter coming I am concerned.  W NFPA 
Journal January-February 2015

With winter coming I am concerned, winter 
brings a particular hazard with heating equipment, 
alternate heating sources, lack of smoke and car-
bon monoxide detectors.  We have to encourage 
our fire departments throughout Kentucky to en-
hance their community awareness programs and 
do whatever is necessary to programs and do 
whatever it takes to educate their communities.  

Notes From Fireman Joe 
The Ol Fire Dog
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Legislative Report
Howdy Kirtsinger and Steve Rath

Legislative Information
As I begin this newsletter it is the 1st of Janu-

ary which will not be in your hands until the begin-
ning of February.  I hope everyone had a great 
Christmas and received everything you wanted. 
I also want to wish all of you a very Happy New 
Year for the start of 2015.  2015, it sounds like 
something far off into the future but it is here to-
day!

As you read this newsletter we are in the Feb-

ruary 2015 session of the general assembly and it 
is in full swing.  As many of you know it is a short 
session that runs from February through March.  
They are called short sessions because it is not a 
budget year so more time can be spent on issues 
that don’t include budgetary items.  

The KFA has hired Steve Rath as a new leg-
islative agent to help us in Frankfort to try to pass 
legislation that will help the Kentucky Fire Ser-
vice. Welcome and congratulation Steve!  I am 
sure you will find we need all the help that we can 
get in Frankfort.

In November we had a meeting with all of the 
fire service groups at the Fire Commission of-
fice to discuss the legislative agenda for the next 
legislative session. In attendance at the meeting 
were all the following;

• Fire Commission
• KFA
• KPFF
• Kentucky Fire Chiefs
• Homeland Security
All the groups agreed to support or not to be 

against the fire service issues. The reason I say it 
that way is some may not support everything but 
if their group is not taking a stance on an issue 
they will not oppose. Here are the issue that we 
discussed to try to pass during the 2015 session;

1. Incentive Pay and State Aid increase.
2. Cancer presumption for all firefighters paid 

and volunteer.
3. Changes to HB 1 from the 2013 session. 

(The bill that created more fees and much more 
reporting for special districts)

4. Pension funding and changes.
5. Tax cap on Chapter 75 fire districts.
6. Repeal of the ID program.
7. Maintain fire service regulations to better 

the fire service and to not lose any benefits.

To check on bills and contact legislators please 
use the following information:
Legislative Message Line 800-372-7181
Bill Status Line   866-840-2835
Calendar Meeting Line  800-633-9650
TTY Message Line   800-896-0305
In Spanish (Español)  866-840-6574

I will be sending out information by email each 
week during the session and if you are not receiv-

They might start by having a Fire House Com-
munity Awareness Day, writing safety awareness 
articles in local newspapers and use the media 
when and wherever they can.

On a more pleasant note, I am honored to be 
asked by my friends at Southgate Fire Depart-
ment to be their guest speaker at their installation 
of officer’s dinner held in early January.  Later in 
the month our Northern Kentucky Firefighters As-
sociation will be having their annual Awards Ban-
quet with many exceptional personnel being rec-
ognized for their contribution to saving lives and 
property.  I love this event because there is no 
better way to pay tribute to those special heroes 
than by having a great meal, some partying and 
recognition.  I am happy to report this event is and 
has been well attended with over 400 guests on 
hand.  WOW! What a wonderful night.

Of course my greatest wish for 2015 is to at-
tend the Fallen Firefighter Memorial Service next 
October and have NO NAMES added to the Me-
morial Wall and we can all enjoy no line of duty 
deaths in 2015 and beyond.

I am not sure what to expect for 2015 but Fire-
man Joe will continue to support our Kentucky 
Firefighters Association and hope for a successful 
legislation session in Frankfort.  Good luck Howdy 
and Steve and the other contributors.  I continue 
to enjoy semi-retirement but still look forward to 
my part time association with Belleview Dayton 
and Campbell County Fire District #1 doing what I 
do best, Fire and Life Safety Education.

Till next time, Stay Safe and Well!

Fireman Joe  
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Words of Wisdom

On Wednesday, Dec 10, 2nd Vice President 
Billy Selvage of Russell FD and Treasurer Duane 
Suttles of Grayson FD presented Retired Ash-
land Senior Captain Gerald Clark with an official 
KFA Red Jacket.  The jacket was provided by the 
2014-15 Executive Board for his past service. 
Gerald served as President of the KFA in 1971 
and hosted his conference in Frankfort. President 
Clark is the longest serving active past-president 
and has been inducted into the KFA Hall of Fame. 
He has missed only 1 conference in nearly 5 de-
cades of KFA activity, only to be outdone by his 
wife Doris, who has perfect attendance. If able to 
attend, the 2015 Conference in Paducah it will be 
number 50 for Gerald.

Past President Gerald Clark Honored

ing it and would like to, please contact me at mi-
chael.kurtsinger@kyfa.org and I will add you to 
the contact list to receive the bill information we 
are following during this session.

Again and Happy New Year!!!

Michael (Howdy) Kurtsinger
Legislative Agent KFA

Thinking is the hardest work there is, which is 
probably the reason why so few engage in it.
Henry Ford

2015 A New Year with New Opportunities
By Woody Will

Your KFA is exactly that.  It is YOUR organi-
zation!  If you want it to be great, then it is up to 
you and me to make it great.  I am, using and 
editing to a degree, a quote from Edmond Burke 
“The only thing necessary for your organiza-
tion to go nowhere is for Good Firefighters to 
do nothing”.  These are serious times.  We need 
serious thinking people who are willing to take 
calculated risks to make life better for the Ken-
tucky Fire Service.  As we go into 2015 we need 
to do so collectively.  Stop quibbling over petty 
differences, pull together in the same direction 
so that we can make strides that will bring Ken-
tucky’s Fire Service into the 21st Century.  There 
are committees you can serve on, there are bills 
in the State Legislature you can follow, and voice 
your opinion on.  There is much work to be done!

The first step in helping is to make sure your 
2015 dues are paid.  It takes money to oper-
ate.  We keep people in Frankfort to make sure 
we don’t lose any ground and to push forward to 
make strides toward a better Kentucky Fire Ser-
vice.  We also have personal memberships if you 
choose to have this newsletter delivered to your 
home.

The KFA Executive Board will meet at the Bry-
ant Stiles Officers School in Owensboro on Sat-
urday the 21st at 9 AM.  These meeting are open 
for you to attend.  You are encouraged to do so!  
Your input is critical to the growth and furtherance 
of this organization.  WE WANT YOU TO BE A 
PART!!!  YOU ARE INVITED!

The KFA is a major sponsor of the State Fire 
School June 3 – 7.  The executive board will meet 
then.  YOU ARE INVITED!

The KFA Conference will be held August 1 – 
4 in Paducah. YOU ARE INVITED!!  You are the 
reason all this work is being done.  What we need 
most from you is PARTICIPATION.  Get involved 
and become part of the solution not the problem!

Words of Wisdom
Anyone who stops learning is old, whether 

at twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning 
stays young. The greatest thing in life is to keep 
your mind young.
Henry Ford
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Educational opportunitiEs
Coming Events At A Glance!

Bryant Stiles GR Officers School
Owensboro, February 20 - 22

Dixie Fire School
March 13 - 15

Johnson County Fire School
Paintsville March 20 - 22

EKFA Regional Fire School
Louisa May 1 - 3

Daniel Boone Regional Fire School
Morehead May 15 - 17
KY State Fire School
Lexington June 3 - 7

Pike County Fire School
Pikeville September 11 - 13

Jefferson county Fire School
Louisville September 17 - 20
SKFA Regional Fire School

London October 16 - 18
Buffalo Trace Regional Fire School

Maysville October 23 - 25
Fire & EMS Instructor Weekend

London November 20 - 22

2015 IFSAC SKILLS 
TESTING SCHEDULE

    Date         Area        Location                 Phone
3/7-8  4 Bowling Green    888-234-5760
3/21-22 10 Cannonsburg     888-302-2833
3/28-29 3 Owenboro      888-306-8015
4/11-12 6 Middletown     888-306-8064
5/2-3  12 Cold Spring     888-306-8101
8/15-16* 11 Pikeville     888-306-8101
9/12-13 15 Georgetown     859-361-2273
9/19-20 9 Maysville     888-301-2946
10/9-10** 1 TBD      888-306-7901
11/7-8  5 Elizabethtown     888-234-7201
11/21-22 6 Middletown     888-306-8064
*weekday testing
**Evenings/Night Test Sessions

Bryant Stiles Officers School
Owensboro Feb 20-22
On-Line registration at

www.sfrtarea3.org
Friday Morning Classes 3-4 Hr

1 How Shiny are your Bugles
2 Kentucky Emergency Magenment Update
3 Commanding Mass Casualty Incidents
4 KBEMS Update
5 (TtT) VIPER Violence Intervention by Pre- 
 vention for Emergency Responders

Friday Afternoon Classes 3-4 Hr
6 Commanding the First 10 Min
7 Fire Officer 101
8 ”Fully Involved” Ky Fusion Center Liaison
9 Traffic Incident Management
10 Dealing with Meth Labs & Drugs

Friday All Day Classes
11 Fire Alarm Systems for Inspectors
12 Fire Sup. Systems for Sprinkler Inspectors

Saturday Only Classes
17 Leading with Attitude 2.0
18 Taking a Fresh Look at ISO 
19 Rules of Engagement...Modern Fire Sup.
20 10 Ways to Kill a Firefighter
21 Tactical Renaissance: The 2015 Rules of  
 Combat Fire Engagement
22 Lead Follow or Quit!
23 KY State Fire Marshal’s Update
24 (TtT) Traffic Incident Management 

Sunday Only Classes
25 Step Up & Lead or Get Out of the Way!
26 SLICERS...Taking Fire Dynamics to the   
 Streets
27 You Have been Appointed Health & Safe- 
 ty Officer... Now What?
28 7 Habits of Highly Effective Fire Officers

 Written testing information is available on the 
Ky IFSAC testing  web site at http://www.kyffcert.
com.  Tests are given at the system office usually 
on the third Monday of the month.  Each time you 
take the written test, you must pay a $15.00 charge.  
Contact Duane Suttles for more information about 
written test location and dates at 888-301-2946.  
REMINDER: Candidates must be at least 18 years 
of age and be a member of a Kentucky FD or a full-
time student of Fire Science at EKU or KCTCS to 
be eligible for firefighter testing. Candidates must 

bring state issued drivers license or ID card to a 
skills testing site for positive identification and veri-
fication of age eligibility. Candidates under 18 may 
complete any of the written exams, and may certify 
to Haz Mat Awareness only.  All Certifications are 
based on the Professional Qualification Standards 
set forth by the NFPA for firefighters, except Haz 
Mat, which is a job performance standard. Our ac-
creditation is through the International Fire Service 
Accreditation Congress (IFSAC).
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CPAT Testing Schedule 
If you are interested in testing 

please contact Rick Larkins, CPAT 
Director email rick.larkin@kyfa.org.  

We have two fixed testing sites one in Louis-
ville, KY at 11605 Fairmount Road and the other 
in Winchester KY at 525 BLT Way.

Testing Dates
Northern KY

Area 7 Orientation on 2/21. 3/21 1st Practice 4/4 
2nd. Testing will be at the Winchester location 4/11

Owensboro
Area 3 Orientation on 3/28. 1st Practice 4/18 2nd 
5/9.  Test will be held on 5/16.

Central KY Open
Area 15 Orentation on 3/30. 1st Practice 4/20 2nd 
5/4.  Test at Winchester location on 5/18.

Louisville Open
Area 5 & 6 Orentation on 4/8. 1st Practice 4/29 
2nd 5/13. Test on 5/27.

Glasgow
Area 4 Orentation 5/23. 1st Practice 6/20 2nd 
6/27. Test on 7/11.

Somerset
Area 13 - 14 Orentation on 6/2. 1st Practice 6/23 
2nd 7/7.  Test on 7/21.

Central KY Open
Area 15 Orentation on 8/3. 1st Practice 8/24 2nd 
9/14.  Test on 9/21

Louisville Open
Area 5 & 6 Orentation on 8/13.  1st Practice 9/3 
2nd 9/17.  Test on 10/1.

29 KY Fire Commission & the KY Fire Service
30 EMS Evaluator/EMS Inst. Oreintation
31 Building Tomorrows Leaders with Passion  
 & Pride!
 Saturday Classes Offered Again on Sunday

14 Thermal Imaging in the Fire Service
15 Leading & Managing your Fire Department
16 Haz-Mat Above/Below the Line

2 Day Classes Sat & Sun
13 Recruitment & Retention in the Fire Ser-  
 vice
32 NFA New Fire Chief1: Challenging Issues
33 NFA Courtroom Prep & Testimony for FR
34 NFA Leadership 1:SCS
35 NFA Leadership 3:SSS
36 NFA Decicion Making: Initial Company Ops
TtT = Train the Trainer

Dixie Fire School
Elizabethtown 3/13-15

On-Line Registratiojn at
 www.dixiefirefighters.com

Friday 7-9 PM
Louis Crosier Farm Safety Sympo-

sium “A Parents Worst Nightmare”  No registra-
tion Fee

Saturday Only Classes
EMS Instructor Orentation/Evaluator
Courage to be Safe/Meth Lab Awareness
Fire Behavior/Control Live Burn Fireblast
Natural Gas Emergencies/Electrical Safety
Officer Orentation
Propane Emergencies
FR Emer. Traffic Control/Highway Crash Site Man
KY Fire Commission Update

Sat Class Same class Repeated on Sun
CPR Instructor
Drivers Training
Hard to Get Hours 1
Hard to Get Hours 2
Hard to Get Hours 3
Hard to Get Hours 4
On Scene and In Command

Sunday Only Class
EMS Instructor Methodology
Fire Behavior/Control Live Burn Flashover
NFPA Hybrid Vehicle Safety/Wildland Awareness
Tools of the Trade
“911” Emergency Responder Down

Instructor Methodology Update
School Bus Emergencies

Saturday and Sunday Classes
EMS Continuing Education
Arson 1 (FRS2074)
Basic Firefighting
Leadership 1 (FRS2073)
NFA PICO Prep. Initial Co. Ops. (FRS2016)
NFA STICO Strat. & Tactics for Int. Co. Ops.
Intermediate Rope Rescue
Farm Rescue
Firefighter Survival & Rescue
Vehicle Rescue
Advanced Chaplain Class

“CPAT Testing” continued on next  page
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National Volunteer 
Fire Council

Ken Knipper, Director
Pat Thompson Alt. Director

Ashland Open
Areas 9, 10, 11 & 12 Orentation on 8/22. 1st Prac-
tice 9/12 2nd 10/3. Testing at Ashland FD Hqts on 
10/10

Northern KY Open
Area 7 Orentation on 9/9. 1st Practice 9/30 2nd 
10/14.  Test at Winchester on 10/28

Henderson Open
Area 3 Orentation on 10/24. 1st Practice 11/14 
2nd 12/5.  Test Henderson Community and Tech-
nical College on 12/12.

As I write this report I can not help but reflect on 
the progress made in 2014 and those who helped 
make it happen.

The KFA Board is to be complemented for its 
vision and dedication to providing the funds for Pat 
and me to represent Kentucky’s firefighters at the 
national level. Pat Thompson stepped into some 
big shoes and is doing a great job. Ronnie Day 
continues to support the efforts of Pat and me. 
Ronnie and Monica have done a fantastic job of 
disseminating information and alerts when asked.

The above support has allowed the KFA and its 
members to enjoy many benefits from our involve-
ment with Federal legislators and projects, allowed 
us to participate with the leading Fire, EMS, and 
Rescue organizations in the nation, and provide 
influence on many issues. 

For Example:
This past year Oldtown Fire Department won 

a $5,000.00 training program from Action Training 
Systems and the NVFC. Hargett Fire Rescue won 
ten sets of turnout gear from Globe and the NVFC. 
Eighteen departments also received free NVFC 
memberships from Globe. I know of one person 
who filed for the Columbia Southern University/
NVFC scholarship. 

In addition, many benefitted from other NVFC 
programs like the Virtual Classroom, Share the 
Load Program, B.E.S.T Practices Program (Bryant 
Stiles helped develop this program), National Fire 
Service Resource Guide, Georgia-Pacific Bucket 

Brigade, Junior Firefighter Program, increased 
NFPA involvement, Sears Hometown Fire Support 
Programs, the Volunteer Firefighter Support Fund, 
and many other programs that can be reviewed at 
www.NVFC.org .

Even though all of the above benefits were 
provided by the KFA/NVFC partnership, the NVFC 
has not forgotten our main focus of providing rep-
resentation on legislative issues in Washington. To 
do that we have a full time legislative represen-
tative who is constantly working on behalf of our 
nations and Kentucky’s volunteer firefighters. We 
work hand in hand with all national and interna-
tional fire organizations to assure that our firefight-
er’s issues are properly presented. Kentucky’s fire 
organizations enjoy a good working relationship 
with their federal legislators and staffs.

Where do we go from here? Kentucky is con-
sidering the NVFC all-state membership program. 
There has also been discussion about the “En-
gage” legislative tool that can be provided through 
the NVFC. The NVFC continues to increase its 
involvement with other organizations and just de-
fined a specific person to handle EMS issues.

As you can see the KFA/NVFC partnership 
has and will continue to produce many benefits for 
Kentucky’s firefighters. A key way you can support 
these efforts is to become a member of the KFA 
and NVFC.

If you have any question or issue you want Pat 
or me to address, just let us know as we are seri-
ous about helping you.

Departments in KY and TX Receive New 
Turnouts Through Globe Gear Giveaway

 Program

Globe, DuPont Protection Technologies (Du-
Pont), and the National Volunteer Fire Council 
(NVFC) have announced the fifth round of win-
ners in the 2014 Globe Gear Giveaway Program. 
Hargett Fire Rescue in Kentucky and Medina Vol-
unteer Fire Department in Texas will each receive 
four sets of new Globe turnout gear. 

The Globe Gear Giveaway is a partnership 
between Globe, DuPont, and the NVFC to help 
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struggling departments obtain the gear they need 
to protect their firefighters. So far 11 departments 
have been awarded gear in 2014, with two more 
winners to be announced in December. Depart-
ments are selected through a competitive applica-
tion process managed by the NVFC. In addition to 
the gear, Globe also provided 200 volunteer de-
partments with membership to the NVFC and offer 
all NVFC members a discount on the new CLAS-
SIX® SE turnout gear. 

“We are very pleased to partner with Globe and 
DuPont to help volunteer departments obtain gear 
and resources they need to protect their firefight-
ers,” said NVFC Chairman Philip C. Stittleburg. 
“This is the third year of the Globe Gear Giveaway, 
and almost 250 sets of gear have been award-
ed to departments across the U.S. and Canada. 
This program is having an immense impact on the 
safety and readiness of our nation’s volunteer fire-
fighters.”

Located in rural Eastern Kentucky, Hargett Fire 
Rescue serves an area of 57 square miles and 
responds to about 120 calls per year. With a 25% 
structure fire ratio, the 18 volunteer firefighters rely 
on their gear to protect them. However, finding the 
funding to replace aging gear has been a chal-
lenge. The community is financially strapped and 
does not provide the tax base to adequately fund 
the department, nor enough donations to meet the 
needs of the department.

The volunteers of Hargett Fire Rescue contin-
ue to serve their community with what they have 
available, but safety is a big concern. The four sets 
of new Globe turnout gear will be a tremendous 
help to the department as they work to make sure 
all of their firefighters have the proper protection 
to do their job.  

“We appreciate the efforts of the NVFC, Globe, 
and DuPont to assist struggling departments with 
this generous program,” said Robert Forehand, 
Chief of Hargett Fire Rescue, which also received 
an NVFC membership from Globe. “We look for-
ward to enjoying the benefits of NVFC member-
ship and appreciate the corporate responsibility 
of these organizations to reach out to struggling 
departments and communities such as ours.”

The Medina (TX) Volunteer Fire Department 
has 15 active volunteer firefighters and 20 sup-

port members. Volunteers respond to about 100 
calls per year ranging from structural fires to high 
angle and swift water rescues. The department is 
funded entirely from donations, without any assis-
tance from the county government. Often the vol-
unteer firefighters need to leave their paid jobs to 
respond to a neighbor’s emergency.

“It’s not uncommon for these dedicated souls 
to forgo their normal means of income to respond 
to an incident, but they answer the call with great 
pride and a genuine sense of urgency,” said Ilona 
Culp, President of the Medina VFD. “We’re con-
stantly evaluating ways to defray the costs these 
men and women absorb because they are often 
the community’s first and only line of defense and 
make the difference between good and bad out-
comes.” 

All of the gear the Medina volunteers wear 
are over 10 years old and don’t meet current 
safety standards. “Morally, we cannot send poor-
ly equipped firefighters to the scene unless they 
have the gear they need to mitigate an already 
unsafe situation,” said Culp. “Turnout gear is the 
primary tool that enables a firefighter to withstand 
an unforgiving environment.”

With the new sets of Globe gear, the depart-
ment will be able to equip almost a third of their ac-
tive firefighters with state-of-the art turnouts. “The 
financial challenges we face are mitigated by the 
generosity of companies like Globe and DuPont 
and extends the resources we have to accomplish 
our mission,” Culp said.

Sustaining Members Wishing to Advertise in 
Smoke Signals II

At the KFA Executive Board Meeting in Pa-
ducah on Saturday, October 18th decisions were 
made concerning advertising in Smoke Signals.  
Those decisions were as follows:
1. All changes will take place January 1st 
2015.
2. We will continue to allow Sustaining Mem-
bers to advertise on the two pages of “Sustaining 
Members” pages 14 &15 at no additional charge.  
You will continue to receive 5 lines within the box-
es on the two pages.
3. The newsletter is currently 16 pages in 
length.  If there is space available we will allow 1 
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FOR SALE!

2001 Chevrolet Suburban LS, White, 5.3 Liter 
V8 4x4, 125,000 miles, *1 owner*, All Power

Leather Tan interior, Sunroof, Good Tires *6 
months old*, Weather Tech Floor mats

Never been wreaked / no major repairs, Main-
tenance records included

Emergency Equipment Included:
1 Motorola Spectra VHF radio
1 Motorola Spectra UHF Radio
1 Motorola MCS 2000 VHF Radio
CB Radio  
100 Watt Electric Siren MX 7000 54” Light 

bar fully loaded with takedowns, ally lights, inter-
section, red and clear rotators w/ front and rear 
amber caution lights, Strobes in Front Headlights 
and Rear taillights, Wig Wag Headlight Flashers

Serious Inquiries Only
Charles W. Shaw
(270) 572 – 6161
fireresq@kyol.net

Dear Editor
As the Chaplain of the Hayes Crossing/Hal-

deman, Kentucky Fire Department, I would like 
bring a great need before the state of Kentucky 
and all Americans.

We have already seen strong and unusual 
weather patterns across the United States this 
year.  It could very well turn out to be a very se-
vere winter for all of us.  

Our Firemen and First responders are going 
to be on the front lines in saving property and sav-
ing lives.  They will be laying their lives on the line 
for all that are in harm’s way.

Many thousands of these are volunteers and 
don’t have to be involved in these activities but 
they are because they love their communities and 
feel they are needed.

I am asking all of you, that when you hear the 
sirens in the middle of the night or during the day, 
please say a prayer for them because it could be 
sub zero weather.  I say God bless all Fireman 
and First responders.

Lloyd Dean
Lloyd Dean, Chaplain
HC/HVFDept, Inc.
(606) 784-9145

Letter to the Editor

full page ad at the price of $300.00 on a rotating 
basis so no one company can purchase pages 
in advance. You can however, choose on a first 
come first serve basis, the issue you want your ad 
to appear in.
4. We are also offering to add 1 double sided 
11” X 17” page which gives us 4-8 ½” X 11” pages 
of advertising space if they can be sold 1 year or 
6 editions at a time.  That would mean that 4 dif-
ferent Sustaining Member companies would need 
to pay $300.00 X 6 = $1,800.00 times 4 or a total 
of $7,200.00 for the year in advance.
If you would be interested in funding one of the 
pages for the year and we have 3 other business 
that are interested please contact me at 270-766-
9946.
Woody

NFPA Journal 
January-February 2015

New Fires – New Tactics
In the January / February issue of 

the NFPA Journal Jesse Roman has 
a very interesting article addressing the need for 
tactics changes in the way we fight today’s fires.  
Extensive studies of fire behavior have been con-
ducted over the last few years on how todays fires 
differ than those of just a decade ago.  The re-
search comes from two respected names in fire 
research Dan Madrzykowski and his research 
partner, Stephen Kerber, the director of the Fire-
fighter Safety Research Institute (FSRI) at Under-
writers Laboratories (UL), they have been working 
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together to change the way fires are fought today, 
and to bring hard science back to the fire ground. 
In recent years, UL and NIST have combined to 
conduct more than 200 structural fire experiments 
to measure how fire responds to different vari-
ables and modes of attack. The work represents 
the most extensive scientific look in decades at 
firefighting tactics and is uncovering what the re-
searchers say are serious flaws in how today’s 
fires are fought. According to Madrzykowski and 
Kerber, techniques accepted as gospel have been 
shown to be potentially deadly in modern fires, 
which tend to burn hotter and faster than they did 
just a few decades ago.

While their research has led to several revela-
tions, three main ideas have received the most 
attention: flowing water onto a structure fire from 
the outside, or “hitting it hard from the yard,” is 
often the best option and can save the lives of 
civilians and firefighters; venting is not always a 
life saver and, in fact, can quickly turn deadly; and 
water cannot push fire into other parts of a struc-
ture. 

All of those ideas run contrary to the conven-
tional wisdom of many fire departments, which for 
decades have utilized venting and aggressive in-
terior attacks, moving from the unburned to the 
burned side of a structure to avoid pushing smoke 
and fire further into the building.

Together and separately, Kerber and 
Madrzykowski spent upwards of 150 days on the 
road last year spreading this message, present-
ing at seemingly every fire organization gathering 
in the country, and often leaving a room of dis-
ciples in their wake. The buzz surrounding their 
work appears to be reaching a tipping point, and 
is a topic of discussion for fire chiefs from Des 
Moines to Daytona.

The information is also driving some of the 
most significant tactical changes the fire service 
has seen in decades. Last year, an addendum in-
cluding these suggestions was published in Jones 
& Bartlett’s Fundamentals of Fire Fighter Skills, 
third edition, one of the nation’s most popular 
firefighter training manuals. This year, with fund-
ing from the Assistance to Firefighters Grant pro-
gram, instructors from the International Society of 
Fire Service Instructors will hold two workshops 
in each of the 50 states to train firefighters on 
the new tactics. Last September, the Urban Fire 

Forum, an annual meeting hosted by the Metro 
Chiefs membership section of NFPA, brought to-
gether 25 fire chiefs from around the country who 
unanimously adopted a position paper encourag-
ing fire departments to adopt the new tactics.

The research’s impact has been felt most 
strongly on the fire ground. Departments such as 
the Fire Department of New York, the Los Angeles 
County Fire Department, and the Oklahoma City 
Fire Department have altered tactical procedures 
based on the findings. In Los Angeles County, for 
example, the new material is now taught in a part-
nership with College of the Canyons, is tested in 
promotional exams, and is addressed in training 
at all departmental levels.

In the eight months after the changes were 
made in L.A. County, firefighter injuries were down 
45 percent and property loss was down 7 percent 
from the previous eight months, according to L.A. 
County Chief Daryl Osby. Just as important, fire 
officials felt they had a better sense of the science 
behind what they were experiencing on the job. 
“In my experience, when we lost a single-family 
house, we didn’t always understand why,” Osby 
says. “Now we understand the dynamics and are 
incorporating that into the field.”

That is exactly the aim, Kerber says, because 
that understanding may be more critical to life and 
death than ever before.

“When a firefighter gets hurt or killed, the de-
sire for change comes up,” he says. “One of the 
potential consequences of this job is death, which 
shows the importance of applying tactics the right 
way.”

Bigger, stronger, faster
Fires today can develop more aggressively 

and potentially pose more dangers than just a few 
decades ago. That’s largely because the contents 
and construction materials in modern houses can 
be much more volatile than they used to be.

Previously, furniture was made with hard-
woods; today the predominant material is fast-
burning non-hardwoods, including particleboard. 
Mattresses and couches once stuffed with cotton 
are today filled with synthetic materials, including 
energy-rich, highly combustible substances such 
as polyethylene foam. “Pound for pound, the en-
ergy rate has increased three or four times,” 
Madrzykowski says of modern furnishings. “It 
makes it likely that firefighters will encounter a 



12 KFA Smoke Signals II

nEw arivals

St. Matthews Fire Protection District recently 
put into service their new 2014 E-ONE Typhoon 
Rescue Pumper. This unit is built on a heavy-duty 
extruded aluminum cab and body. Features in-
clude RollTek® and 4Front® technology to offer 
roll-over protection and frontal airbags, FireTech 
LED Lighting, 450hp Cummins ISL9 engine, 
1500gpm Hale Q-Max Pump, 530 gallon tank, 
6kw Smartpower Hydraulic Generator and Whel-
en LED warning light package. Sold by Vogelpohl 
Fire Equipment www.vogelpohlfire.com

Chaplain’s Corner

Does Your Department Have a Chaplain?
Do You Need One?

By Woody Will
The first question in the title should be easy 

for you to answer.  It is simply “You Have or You 
Don’t”.  The next question is a little harder.  How-
ever, there are questions you can ask yourself 
that will narrow down an answer:

1.Is your department made up of men and wom-
en who from time to time have problems that 
are bigger than they are?

2.Have you seen things in your work as an emer-
gency responder that has challenged your 
ability to cope with the feelings within you?

3.Do you have members that pass away and 
your department has to offer support in plan-
ning and delivering a funeral service with con-
tinued support to the family?

4.Do you have members that from time to time 
just need some spiritual guidance?
Then the answer should be obvious to you.  

You need a chaplain!  On March 17th at 12:00 
Noon Eastern time at the Bardstown Fire Depart-
ment the Kentucky Federation of Fire Chaplains 
will meet and you are invited!  You will get a free 
meal and the ability to talk with chaplains who can 
help answer some of your questions.  Plan now 
to attend!

fuel-rich load when they get on the scene.”
The introduction of new lightweight construc-

tion materials in residential homes, which can fail 
much faster under fire conditions than traditional 
solid wood beams, has added to the problem. 
Taken together, modern homes and their con-
tents can burn eight times faster than homes of 
decades ago, according to UL.

In one particularly striking video in their pre-
sentation, Madrzykowski and Kerber present a 
split screen showing two living rooms. One room 
contains “legacy furniture”—chairs and side ta-
bles made of hardwoods, and a couch with cot-
ton-filled cushions—and another room containing 
modern furniture constructed of foam and parti-
cleboard. The couches are set on fire. The room 
with the older furniture burns slowly and deliber-
ately, growing steadily; it takes nearly 30 minutes 
for the room to reach flashover. The furniture in 
the modern room burns much more aggressively, 
and the room reaches flashover in just 3 minutes, 
40 seconds. According to a recent NFPA study, 
from 2007 to 2011, the national average response 
time for fire departments to home structure fires 
was close to six minutes.  You can view the video 
at “Firefighter Nation” “Legacy and Modern Fire 
Behavior” under Video Training.

One construction characteristic of modern 
homes, however, can actually have a damping ef-
fect on a fire’s volatility. Modern homes tend to 
be well-insulated, Madrzykowski says, often with 
double-paned windows and tight construction en-
velopes. As a result, “fires start and quickly be-
come ventilation limited—the oxygen in the house 
that the fire needs for combustion is consumed,” 
he says. In that environment, a fire will burn very 
inefficiently, producing thick black smoke consist-
ing of unburned hydrocarbons—gaseous fuels 
unable to ignite because of the oxygen-starved 
conditions. But if a door or window is opened, ox-
ygen rushes in and the fire can erupt violently. “In 
a small home, it could go from nothing but smoke 
to flashover in 30 seconds, and in a larger home 
maybe in two or three minutes,” Madrzykowski 
says.

You can read more about this top-
ic in the NFPA Journel at http://f.e.nfpa.
org/i/47/272412627/20150106_update_allstaff.
html
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DON’T GET CAUGHT UNPROTECTED!  

With the latest biological threats added to already hazardous situations, 

Lakeland offers a variety of protective clothing that can be custom selected 

to match ANY  situation! 

High Tech is a proud Distributor of the entire Lakeland product line. 
Call us at 888-848-6144 for ordering information! 

Lakeland Product Information and Suggestions 

Lakeland’s ChemMax1 with sealed seams is well suited for protection 
in situations where exposure may occur. Lakeland’s ChemMax1 
fabric passes both ASTM F16701 and ASTM F16712 test methods for 
protection from blood penetration and bloodborne pathogens. 
ChemMax1 also goes above and beyond the ASTM tests by performing 
at the highest possible levels in the more comprehensive European 
Norms (EN) and ISO testing standards related to infectious agents. The 
performance of ChemMax1 in testing protocols from around the 
world, combined with sealed seams for increased protection against 
fluid penetration; makes it easy to see why many humanitarian 
groups are trusting Lakeland’s ChemMax1 for protection. 



KY Chapter IAAI
Russell Todd

PO Box 197011
Louisville KY 40259  270-307-4799

ret241@hotmail.com

Air Evac Lifeteam
Dan Durham  101 Greenbriar Drive

Campbellsville, KY 42718
270-469-1380  Fax 270-469-1382

durhamdan@air-evac.com

Bluegrass Fire Equipment
John Baker  780 Enterprise Dr

Lexington, KY 40510
800-526-8393   Fax 859-233-1167

www.bluegrassfire.com

Kentucky Firefighters Association Sustaining Members
Please remember these members when you have purchasing needs.

GRA-KAT Enviromental
Andy White

50 Cherokee Dr, Shelbyville KY 40065
502-321-3110

andy.gra-kat@insightbb.com

Fire Department
Service & Supply Co.

Jay Trautwein    1902 Campus Place
Suite 2-3, Louisville, KY  40299

800-321-6965   Fax 502-297-8181

Hilliard Enhanced
Learning Programs (HELP)

Mike Hilliard  www.4-help.org
sales@4-help.org

888-504-4357    Fax 502-532-0800

Ky Fire Comm. SFRT   KCTCS
Director Ronnie Day

118 James Court   Lexington KY 40505
(800) 782-6823      (859) 256-3478    

Fax (859) 256-3125

Dove Designs  
Chris Hays     94 Horizon Loop

 Monticello KY 42633     888-377-4459  
www.dovedesigns.com

contact@dovedesigns.com

Fire Apparatus 
Division S.D.C.

Bob Stark 8009 Beulah Church Rd.
Louisville KY 40291

502-239-3120  sdcfire@iglou.com

///EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT 
MIKE BRADY Res. Equip./Vehicles 
(859) 359-4502 (859) 359-4503 FAX 

http://www.EEResQ.com 
E-Mail: EEResQ@cs.com

Excellance, Inc.  
Thomas Pugh

453 Lanier Road Madison, AL 35758
800-882-9799 Fax 256-772-8792

www.excellance.com

High Tech Rescue Inc. 
James Riddle 2116 Frankfort RD.

Shelbyville, Ky. 40065 
502-633-0149  Fax 502-633-0659 
james.riddle@hightechrescue.com

Kenwood Communications
Dave BandKamp, 2060 E. Harbor Road

Port Clinton OH 43452
419-734-4200

info@greatlakescomm.com

FAAC Inc. 
Bill Martin       1229 Oak Valley Dr.

Ann Arbor MI 48108
 734-761-5836 Fax 734-761-5368

wbmartin@faac.com

KBEMS
Mike Poynter

118 James Court Lexington KY 40505
866-975-2367 Fax 859-256-3128

 kbems@kctcs.edu

Cost Recovery Systems
Regina M. Jones

800 Enterprise Pkw, Ravenna OH 44266
888-607-5644  Fax 937-846-0896

regina.moore.crc@gmail.com

EVACU Corp
Brian Byrne  7955 National Turnpike

Louisville, KY 40214
502-368-0000

briabb@evacupod.com
Finley Fire Equipment

5255 N. State Route 60
McConnelsville OH 43756 

800-545-3280 www.finleyfire.com
kpuckett@finlyfire.com

Firovac/Reberland
Larry Reber

5963 Fountain Nook
Apple Creek, OH 44606

800-796-2588  admin@firovac.com

Bluegrass Uniforms Inc.
Mike Holland  132 Chester Court

Bowling Green, KY 42103
270-842-7700

www.bluegrassuniforms.com  

Advanced Fire & Rescue Equip.
Nick Gapinski  365 Persimmon Circle

Booneville IN 47601
800-853-7675

nickgap@att.net

Fire Blast
Paul Ellis

545 Monica Circle Corona, CA 92880
951-277-8319  Fax 951-279-1705

pellis@fireblast.com

Firecom Corporation
Barry Jackson    7340 SW Durham Rd

Portland OR 97224
800-527-0555

barry.jackson@firecom.com

KY Emergency Management
Charlie O’Neal 100 Minuteman Pkwy

Frankfort, KY 40601
502-607-1601  

charliem.oneal@us.army.mil

911 Fleet & Fire Equipment
Eric Colson  11 Lendal Dr

Florence KY 41042
859-594-4367   Fax 859-371-0131

fglowatz@911fleet.com

Insti. for Preventive Strategies 
Jessica Melton 

2292 South Hwy 27 St 300 
Somerset KY 42501  606-677-6000

jmelton@centertech.com

Charles W Shaw & Assoc. Consulting Firm

In honor of Sparks 2011, Bryant 2012, Jamia 2013

108 Wakefield Dr., Campbellsville Ky 42718
270-572-6161

fireresq@kyol.net

Fire & Specialty Equipment Co. 
Mike Mudd 235 Rogers Drive

Shepherdsville KY 40165
(502) 957-2145 Fax (502) 957-2146

mjmuddsr@windstream.net

All Safe Industries Inc.
Steve Haise 1830 Cargo Court

Louisville KY 40299
(888) 972-3389  Fax (877) 968-4438

steve@allsafeindustries.com

4 U M D LLC - Health Screening
Dylan Williams
PO Box 2452

Brentwood TN 37024 
502-454-8584

Haix North American Inc.
Sandy Longarzo, 2320 Fortune Dr.

Ste 120, Lexington KY 40509
859-281-0111

s.longarzo@haix.com

Dill’s Fire & Safety
Tony Johnson
20231 SR 93

Wellston, OH 45692
740-286-6107 Fax 740-286-8172
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Heritage Fire Equipment Inc. 
C. Robbin Hodges 105 Green Cove Rd

Huntsville, AL. 35803 
256-713-9900  Fax 256-713-9910 

rhodges@heritage-fire.com



Scheller’s Fitness & Cycling
Bill Goodwin  1987 Harrodsburg Road 

Lexington, KY 40503
859-873-0699 

bgoodwin@schellers.com

Orr Rapid Response
Michael Kidwell  11601 Interchange Dr

Louisville KY 40229
502-494-3687  Fax 800-800-6774 

michaelk@orrcorp.com 

Kentucky Firefighters Association Sustaining Members
Please remember these members when you have purchasing needs.

Provident Insurance
C.J. Bens   PO Box 11588

Pittsburgh PA 15238
412-963-1200  Fax  412-963-0415

cbens@providentbenefits.com

Vehicle Systems Inc.
Gary L Williams  629 Shelby Street

Lexington KY 40505
859-252-1377  800-444-FIRE (3473)

gwilliams@vehiclesystems.net

Vogelpohl Fire Equipment, Inc.
Todd Vogelpohl, 2756 Cireleport Drive 

Erlanger, KY 41018
800-797-8317   Fax 859-282-1550

todd@vogelpohlfire.com
Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance 

Services  Steve Siereveld
P.O. Box 17374 • Dixie Branch

Edgewood, KY  41017  steve@kpep.net
800-753-6734    Fax 859-331-3734

PHI Air Medical
Matthew Ishmael 

151 N Eagle Creek Dr Suite 100
Lexington KY 40509

859-327-8027mishmael@phihelico.com

Sutphen Corporation
7000 Columbus Marysville Rd

Amlin, OH 43002  
614-889-1005   Fax 614-889-0876

hsutphen@gmail.com

Wynn Fire & Rescue Equipment 
Richie Wynn

P.O. Box 1585 Corbin, KY 40702
606-523-9269   Fax 606-523-0591

rwynn@wynnfire.com

Ward Diesel Filter Systems
1580Lake Street,Elmira NY 14901
800-845-4665  Fax 607-739-7092

www.warddiesel.com 
sally.spreng@warddiesel.com

Scott Health & Safety
Tim Divine  119 Lakeridge Dr

Richmond, KY 40475 
859-353-5017 tdivine@tycoint.com

www.scotthealthsafety.com
Super Vacuum Mfg

Command Light
Tim Hodgson 3842 Redman Dr

Fort Collins, CO 80524  970-290-2532
timh@supervac.com

W. S. Darley Co.
Tom Darley, 325 Spring Lake Dr.

Itasica Il, 60143
800-323-0244 or info@darley.com

www.darley.com

Shirt Warehouse
Rick Coffman, 107 Crossfield Dr.

Versailles KY 40383
859-256-0088

rick@shirtwarehouse.com

Landmark Chiropractic
Dr Cole Bergeson 

204 Bevins Ln Suite D
Georgetown KY 40324

502-868-6008 landmarkchiro@yahoo.com

SOUTHEAST Apparatus
Jon Wise & Kevin Williams

326 Old Lynn Camp School Rd
Corbin KY 40701  888-996-6277
www.southeastapparatus.com

On Duty Depot/MPH Ind.
Matthew Martin  1040 Mosley St 

Owensboro, KY 42303
270-685-6423

mmartin@ondutydepot.com

QDCIP Fire, LLC
Cris Marley, 127 Weltmer Circle

Perrysville, OH 44864
419-606-0085 qdcip@live.com

www.qdcipfire.com

Summit Fire Apparatus
Joe Messmer  11 Sperti Drive

Edgewood  KY 41017
859-331-0360

jmessmer@summitfireapparatus.com

Royce Publications
Robert Boyd 

 3320 Clays Mill Rd Suite 212
Lexington KY 40503

859-327-8595  rcbyd8898@live.com

The Public Safety Store, LLC
Sean Lawson

PO Box 12266 Lexington KY 40582  
606-434-7980

sean@thepublicsafetystore.com

Paul Miller Ford Inc./ Upfitters
Brad Ferguson 975 East New Circle

Lexington KY 40505
859-255-4242 

bradferguson@paul.millergmline.com

National Fire Sprinkler Assn.
Ron Brown

1615 Cypress Spring Dr.
Ft. Wayne IN 46814    845-661-6534

brown@nfsa.org

Milpromarine
Paul Guy, 424 Moser Ln

Murry KY 42071
270-832-0012 Fx 616-363-5225

paulguy@milpromarine.com

R C S Communications
Doug Schuple, 4445 Robards Lane

Louisville, KY 40218
502-587-7384 Fx 502-584-6999

info@rcs.info
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RGC/Public Entity Insurance 
Michele Barrett 1056 Wellington Way 

Suite 130, Lexington, KY 40513
888-696-9620   Fax 859-296-4583

mbarrett@roeding.com
RH Clarkson Insurance Group

Aaron Willis 401 West Main St
Suite 1500, Louisville, KY 40202

502-585-3600   Fax 502-585-8819
awillis@rchgroup.com

To advertise in this space
in the next issue of
Smoke Signals II . . . 
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MAPSYNC
Todd Williams

3250 Blazer Pky,  Lexington KY 40509  
859-278-6277    Fax 859-278-8645

twilliams@mapsync.com
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NFPA 1911 are you familiar with it 
and do you practice it?

Apparatus maintenance standard 1911 was generated in response to many apparatus 
crashes that killed firefighters.  Not every accident was a maintenance issue but in many 

of the accidents it was revealed that deficiencies and some very serious ones were present.
What is NFPA 1911 you ask?  Well here is the basic scope of the document:

NFPA 1911: DOCUMENT SCOPE
1.1 Scope. 1.1.1 This standard defines the minimum requirements for establishing an inspection, 

maintenance, and testing program for in-service fire apparatus. 1.1.2 This standard includes guidelines 
for fire apparatus refurbishment and retirement. 1.1.3 This standard identifies the systems and items 
on a fire apparatus that are to be inspected and maintained, the frequency of such inspections and 
maintenance, and the requirements and procedures for conducting performance tests on components. 
1.1.4 This standard provides sample forms for collecting inspection and test data.

What does NFPA 1911 address?
The Standard provides minimum requirements for establishing an inspection, maintenance, and 

testing program for in-service fire apparatus, including guidelines for fire apparatus refurbishment and 
retirement. Provisions apply to all in-service fire apparatus, regardless of the year of manufacture.

We have enough issues within the fire service without adding improperly maintained apparatus 
causing a crisis when our members are injured or killed.

NFPA 1911 is a free download from the NFPA website.  Go to their site click on “Free Access” link 
under the title you want to review and become better informed about the subject matter you are inter-
ested in.


