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Fire Prevention Week is an opportunity for all Americans to learn more about how to avoid fires, as well 
as how to best respond in case of such an emergency. By making fire safety a priority, we can help limit 
the devastating effects of fires and enhance the safety of our citizens. 

A large majority of fire deaths in the United States occur in the home. This year's theme, "It's Fire Pre-
vention Week: Test Your Smoke Alarms," reflects the importance of installing and maintaining working 
smoke alarms on every floor of the home. As vital early warning systems, smoke alarms reduce the 
chances of a fire becoming fatal by approximately 50 percent. Americans can also take steps to reduce 
the chance of a fire ever starting. These include using electrical devices safely, avoiding overloading cir-
cuits, and carefully operating stoves, fireplaces, and space heaters. We should also supervise our children 
and educate them about the dangers of lighters and matches, exercise care in the storing of firewood and 
other flammable materials, and obey local burning laws. More information about these and other meas-
ures is available from the National Fire Protection Association and the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity's United States Fire Administration. 

Firefighters are among our greatest heroes, and they risk their lives each day to protect our citizens and 
our homeland. All Americans owe them a debt of gratitude for their courage and dedication. By working 
to prevent disasters and by being prepared, we support firefighters as they serve communities across our 
Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 3 
through October 9, 2004, as Fire Prevention Week. I call upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve this week with appropriate activities and to undertake efforts to prevent fires and their tragic con-
sequences. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of October, in the year of our 
Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Fire Prevention Week, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Contact the Editor: 

Melanie Hilliard 

287 Frontage Road 

Campbellsburg, KY 40011 

Home: 502-532-7279 

Work 502-532-6111 

Email: mhilliard@kyfa.org 
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President’s Letter 

about KFA events.  Contact 

names and numbers may be 

found on the website at 

www.kyfa.org.  I have an “open 

door” policy so please contact 

me at any time. 

The KFA has a great executive 

board that is willing to help our 

state departments anyway they 

can.  If you have a fire school or 

special event then please let me 

know.  I will do my best to try 

and attend. 

 

 Bill Robbins Jr. 

President
 

 

The KFA Conference is over for 

this year and I believe everyone 

had a great time in Northern 

Kentucky. Thanks to NKFA, 

Chief Bill Martin and Staff and 

Hebron Fire Protection District 

for hosting this year’s confer-

ence. 

We are starting a new year and I 

am looking forward to visiting all 

the fire schools that I am able to 

get to.  Please make sure that 

your fire schools are listed on 

the KYFireWire and KCTCS 

websites (www.kyfirewire.com 

and 

http://kctcs.edu/kyfirecommissio

n/index.htm). 

Our memorial service in Frank-

fort was well attended.  I wish 

more fire departments could 

attend this service honoring 

firefighters who have died in the 

line of duty.  Ronnie Day and his 

staff left the next day for Wash-

ington to attend the National 

Firefighters Memorial service 

with several family members of 

firefighters. 

The Executive Board is preparing 

to hire our lobbyist to work in 

Frankfort.  It is an excellent 

expense to have people looking 

out for us and working to get 

more for the fire service. This is 

a reminder to please pay your 

dues to allow us to continue to 

fight for KY Fire Departments at 

the state capital. 

Please contact your regional 

directors or regional vice presi-

dents if you need information 
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“I have no ambition 
in this world but one, 
and that is to be a 
firefighter...” -- Chief 
Edward F. Croker 
FDNY circa 1910 

Treasurer’s Notes 

sage and I will do my best to 

return your call in 48 hours or 

less.  The only way your E-Board 

can know of your problems is 

for you to call us.  If you have 

any news at all and want to sub-

mit an article to the Smoke Sig-

nals II, I feel certain it will be 

printed.  Let everyone in the 

state know what is going on in 

your area.  This is our only link 

of communications between 

conferences. 

I was sorry to hear that we have 

had a line of duty death, down in 

the Paducah area.  This is never 

a good thing when I open my e-

mail from the Secretary and read 

the notice.  We must find a way 

to educate our people to be safe. 

Until the next E-Board meeting 

or I hear from someone, stay 

safe and may god be with you, 

like firemen Joe says, in everyo-

nes own way.  

Your Treasurer 

Terry Keller 

Greetings from the 

North.  Hope everyone had a 

good time at the conference 

earlier this month.  Northern 

Kentucky always tries to enter-

tain the brothers and sisters 

from other parts of the state in a 

gala form. 

There have been 40 departments 

which have paid their 2004-2005 

dues, thank you.  There are also, 

eight people who have joined as 

personal members.  I will be 

working with Charlie Shaw to 

increase the number of sustain-

ing members this year.  We had 

46 total last year.  Thanks to 

Charlie for getting these vendors 

to support our organization. 

The E-Board along with Chair-

man Paul Billings, Scholarship 

Committee, are working very 

hard trying to sell the original 

prints.  There maybe a buyer by 

the end of the year.  Paul and his 

committee have made contact 

with an organization which 

seems to be interested in pur-

chasing the prints.  Anyone 

wanting to purchase a set of 

prints contact Paul Billings 223 

Fourth St. Fulton, Ky. 42041.  I 

am sure he will mail you a set for 

$100.00 plus postage. 

Remember dues are due the 1st 

of October.  I will be mailing out 

dues notices.  You can also pay 

your dues, by going to the web 

page and printing off a member-

ship form.  Melanie Hilliard, our 

Web Page manager will be up-

dating the form with the new 

year dates soon.  This could save 

the organization some money in 

postage and copies if depart-

ments would do this.  Remem-

ber your regional assoc number 

is one of the 16 regional associa-

tions your department belongs 

to.  The fire dept. State I D num-

ber is the number the Fire Com-

mission issued. 

Should any department or any-

one have any questions about 

the State Association or dues 

payments, do not hesitate to 

pick up the phone and call.  If I 

am not home, leave me a mes-



Active Duty Firefighters 

Fireman Joe Says: KFA Public Education Committee 

To all fire departments in the 

Commonwealth of Ken-

tucky.  The E-Board from a 

memo from Michael Hulsey, 

Dixie Firefighters, supported a 

request that the Smoke Signals II, 

be sent to all active duty military 

firefighters that are serving our 

country away from home.  If 

your department has any mem-

bers on active military duty 

please E-mail the Secretary Dave 

Jansing so that we may provide a 

copy of the Smoke Signals II to 

these people.   

  

Would it not be for these men/

woman serving our country, you 

and I would not be allowed the 

freedom we enjoy.  Please help 

us reconize these members. 

percent, have actually developed 

and practiced a home fire escape 

plan to ensure that they could 

escape quickly and safely in the 

event of fire in their homes.  It 

was also discovered that if a 

smoke alarm went off in the 

middle of the night, only 39 per-

cent said they would leave the 

house immediately.  An astound-

ing 56 percent replied to the 

survey that they would investi-

gate to find the source of the 

alarm. 

 

Fireman Joe reminds us a lot of 

fire and life safety is common 

sense.  But we emphasize the 

precautions because, if the be-

havior is ingrained in our heads, 

we will more likely do the safe 

thing.  A familiar house looks 

completely different bathed in 

smoke, threatened with fire, so 

it is easy to become disoriented 

and panic.  Do what you can to 

keep your family safe!  Prepare 

your Escape Plan Today!  Install 

and Maintain WORKING 

SMOKE ALARMS!  

With the arrival of October, The 

Fire Department Bellevue-

Dayton and fire departments 

throughout the country have 

geared up with Fire Prevention 

Month Activities.  Fireman Joe 

has been visiting the schools and 

other community groups to 

bring the word about this year’s 

Fire Prevention Month Theme, 

“ T E S T  Y O U R  S M O K E 

ALARMS”.  There are still a large 

number of home fires.  In 2003 

there were 388,500 home fires 

reported, resulting in 3,145 

deaths, 13,650 injuries and $5.9 

billion in direct property damage.  

That translates to about one 

civilian home fire death every 

three hours. 

 

Although children only make up 

about seven percent of the na-

tion’s population, they accounted 

for 14 percent of the home fire 

deaths last year.  People aged 65 

and older face a risk of dying in a 

fire that is twice the average, 

while people who are 85 and 

older face a risk of dying that is 

four and a half times the average.  

We are doing fire and life safety 

programs for our children, 

thanks to NFPA’s Risk Watch 

Program which is actively being 

taught in our Elementary and 

Middle Schools.  I am very con-

cerned about our Senior’s, last 

year I had the wonderful oppor-

tunity to have lunch and speak 

with a great group of folks from 

a local church.  I would welcome 

the opportunity to speak to all 

our local groups, particularly our 

senior’s. 

 

Statistics have found that January 

is the peak month for home fire 

deaths, with December ranking 

second and March ranking third.  

While smoking leads the causes 

of home fire deaths, in the win-

ter months of December, Janu-

ary and February, smoking ties 

with heating equipment for the 

leading cause of home fire 

deaths.  Cooking related fires 

was the leading cause of home 

fires in general, and year-round it 

generates the most injuries.   

The NFPA did a home fire sur-

vey in 1999 which revealed some 

startling truths.  Only a small 

number of families, about 35 
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“Firemen are going to get killed. 
When they join the department 
they face that fact. When a 
man becomes a fireman his 
greatest act of bravery has been 
accomplished. What he does 
after that is all in the line of 
work. They were not thinking of 
getting killed when they went 
where death lurked. They went 
there to put the fire out, and 
got killed. Firefighters do not 
regard themselves as heroes 
because they do what the 
business requires.” 
-- Chief Edward F. Croker, 
FDNY, 
speaking upon the death of a 
deputy chief and 
four firefighters in February of 
1908 
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Application Procedures Announced for the 2005 
Harvard Fire Executive Fellowship Program 

is available to interna-
tional participants. 

A FEMA General Admission 
Application (Form 75-5) is re-
quired and must be post-

marked no later than Janu-

ary 31, 2005. An organizational 
chart of the applicant's sponsor-
ing organization (with applicant's 
position highlighted) is required. 
All applicants must include a 
resume with their submission. 
All packages should be for-
warded to the following address: 
Harvard Fellowship Program, 
U.S. Fire Administration, c/o Ms. 
Kathleen Carter, 16825 South 
Seton Ave, Emmitsburg, Mary-
land, 21727. For questions con-
tact Ms. Carter @ (301) 447-
1349 or kath-
leen.carter@dhs.gov . Semi-
finalists will be forwarded com-
plete program information and 
materials for a secondary appli-
cation process that is essay 
based. 

For more information please 
refer to the United States Fire 
Administration/National Fire 
Academy Web site 
http://www.usfa.fema.gov/fire-
service/nfa/higher-
ed/degree_programs/he3b.shtm 
or the Harvard University/John 
F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment Senior Executives in State 
& Local Government website 
http://www.execprog.com/progr
ams.asp?programid=29&displaym
ode=view 

On March 1, 2003, FEMA be-
came part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 
FEMA's continuing mission 
within the new department is to 
lead the effort to prepare the 
nation for all hazards and effec-
tively manage federal response 
and recovery efforts following 
any national incident. FEMA also 
initiates proactive mitigation 
activities, trains first responders, 
and manages the National Flood 
Insurance Program and the U.S. 
Fire Administration. 

Emmitsburg, MD-Application 
procedures have been an-
nounced for the 2005 Harvard 
Fire Executive Fellowship Pro-
gram. The program is once again 
sponsored through a partnership 
between the International Asso-
ciation of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), the 
International Fire Service Train-
ing Association (IFSTA), the 
National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA) and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security -
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency -United States Fire Ad-
ministration (USFA). Each or-
ganization will fund the tuition 
costs of two individuals for a 
total of eight fellowships. 

USFA Administrator R. David 
Paulison in announcing the 2005 
Program said "the need for co-
operation between senior ex-
ecutives in fire and emergency 
services organizations and their 
state and local level counterparts 
has never been greater if we are 
to successfully respond to the 
many challenges we face. As a 
former graduate and recipient of 
the Harvard Fellowship Program 
in 1995, I know this experience 
provides the opportunity for 
senior fire executives to partici-
pate in a superior quality profes-
sional development program." 
Paulison further stated, "those 
individuals selected have an op-
portunity to inform and educate 
other state and local government 
participants of the many contem-
porary emergency services is-
sues and challenges confronting 
society, including fire service 
roles in preparing for, respond-
ing to, and mitigating terrorism 
situations." 

Eight senior fire executives will 
be awarded fellowships to attend 
Harvard's annual "Program for 
Senior Executives in State and 
Local Government." The 3-week 
program is conducted on the 
Harvard campus in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Selected Fellows 
will be assigned to attend one of 
the two session dates: June 12 - 

July 1, 2005, July 10-29, 2005. 
Applicants must be available 

to attend either session. 
Applicants are responsible for 
travel costs to the final interview 
process, and if selected also to 
Cambridge. Housing will be 
provided at the National Emer-
gency Training Center for the 
interview process. Fellows are 
expected to continue their pro-
fessional contributions to fire 
and emergency services in light 
of their State & Local Program 
experience. 

The following criteria and guide-
lines have been established for 
the 2005 program: 

Application is open to sen-

ior fire executives 
who have demon-
strated significant 
career accomplish-
ments and have the 
potential to impact 
and initiate change. 
Attainment of a 

senior position is 

less important than 

demonstrated ex-

perience in facilitat-

ing significant 

change within a 

public sector set-

ting. 

Preference may be given to 
applicants who are 
graduates of the Na-
tional Fire Academy's 
Executive Fire Officer 

Program, although 
program completion is 
not a prerequisite. 
Preference may also 
be given to applicants 
who have completed 
graduate-level degree 
programs or course 
work. 

Individuals whose organiza-
tions have been repre-
sented in the Harvard 
Fellowship Program 
during 2002, 2003, or 
2004 will not be con-
sidered. The program 
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When fire is cried and 
danger is neigh, 
‘God and the firemen’ is 
the people's cry; 
But when 'tis out. and 
all things righted, 
God is forgotten and 
the firemen slighted. 
-- printed in "The 
Fireman's Journal" 
October 18, 1879. 



 

moving cars before crossing. Kids 10 years 
old and younger should cross the street with 
a grown-up. 

Make sure a grown-up goes with you 
when trick-or-treating.  
Lastly, have grown-ups check your 
candy before you eat it (and don’t 

forget to brush your teeth afterwards)! 

Boo! Getting ready for the spookiest day of 
the year? Halloween is quickly sneaking up. 
Check out these simple tips and you’ll be on 
your way to safe trick-or-treating...if you 

dare! 

 

 

Have grown-ups make sure your costume 
is fire-safe (there should be a flame-

resistant or flame-retardant label on store 
bought costumes, wigs and props (such as 
magic wands, hats, and tails...).  

Costumes shouldn’t have baggy sleeves or 

billowing capes, they could easily catch on fire if 
you brush against a candle or jack-o-lantern. 
Be on the look out and stay away from open 
flames (like candles and jack-o-lanterns). 

If your clothes catch fire, make sure to stop, 
drop, and roll over and over to put the fire 

out. It’s always a good idea to practice!  
Make your costume nice and bright so driv-
ers can see you -- use retro reflective tape 

(when light hits the tape it bounces back), use a 
glow stick or carry a flashlight. 

Follow the rules of the road. When cross-
ing the street, stop at the curb or edge of 

the road. Look left, then right, then left again for 
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Contact Us—Submit  Your Story 

PRESIDENT - BILL ROBBINS 
Cell: 606-269-2926 
E-Mail: brobbins@kyfa.org 

 

Visit us online at http://
www.kyfa.org/ for a complete 
directory list. 

 

If you have a story, article or 
other information that you 
would like to see published in 
the Smoke Signals then please 
send it to the editor.  You may 
reach Melanie at mhil-
liard@kyfa.org or snail mail at: 

Melanie Hilliard 

287 Frontage Road 

Campbellsburg, KY 40011 

502-532-7279 

I look forward to hearing from 
you. 

 

If you have concerns about an 
article that has appeared in 
Smoke Signals then please con-
tact me also.  I would rather talk 
to my fellow firefighters any day. 

 

Thanks for this opportunity. 

Melanie Hilliard 

Using Heaters in the Colder Weather 

turer for that device, and never use 
gasoline instead of kerosene. Also, be 
sure that portable kerosene heaters are 
legal for home use in your state. 

• When turning a heating device on or 

off, be careful to follow the manufac-
turer's instructions. When buying heat-
ers, look for devices with automatic 
shutoff features. 

• Be sure any gas-fueled heating device is 

installed with proper attention to venti-
lation, and never put unvented gas 
space heaters in bedrooms or bath-
rooms. Also, LP (liquefied petroleum) 
gas heaters with self-contained fuel 
supplies are prohibited for home use by 
NFPA codes. 

With the recent temperature drop, residents 
have begun using portable heating devices to 
help keep their homes warm. While many are 
anxious to get their units up and running 
quickly, safe measures and precautions should 
always be taken to ensure a safe, warm home 
through the upcoming winter. Heating equip-
ment is the leading cause of home fires during 
the months of December, January and Febru-
ary, and trails only cooking equipment in 
home fires year-round. 

Safety Tips 

• Space heaters need space. Portable space 

heaters need a three-foot (one meter) 
clearance from anything that can burn 
and should always be turned off when 

leaving the room or going to sleep. 

• When buying a new unit, make sure it car-

ries the mark of an independent testing lab. 
Be sure that a qualified technician installs 
the unit or checks that the unit has been 
installed properly. 

• Wood and coal stoves, fireplaces, chim-

neys, chimney connectors, and all other 
solid-fueled heating equipment need to be 
inspected annually by a professional and 
cleaned as often as the inspections indicate. 

• Portable kerosene heaters must be fueled 

only in a well-ventilated area, free of flame 
and other heat sources, and only when the 
device has cooled completely. Use only the 
type of kerosene specified by the manufac-



United States Fire Administration Releases 
Incident Command System Self-Study 2nd Edition 

been offered on CD ROM for 
the past 7 years. It has now been 
updated and converted to a new 
Web - based version placed on 
the NETC Virtual Campus. To 
participate in this Web -based 
course, go to: http://
www.training.fema.gov and click 
on the Online Training NETC 
Virtual Campus. 

The CD-ROM version is also still 
available for order. To order the 
CD, contact USFA Publications 
at 1-800-561-3356 or visit http://
www.usfa.fema.gov/applications/
publications/display.cfm?it=9-
1982 to order online. Limit of 
one (1) per fire department. 

EMMITSBURG, MD - Michael D. 
Brown, Under Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security for Emergency Prepar-
edness and Response, announced 
today the release of the Web - 
based Incident Command System 
(ICS) Self-Study, 2nd Edition, 
developed by the United States 
Fire Administration. This new 
program provides all First Re-
sponders with the basic under-
standing of NIMS compliant ICS 
and also provides the user with 
an overview and basic explana-
tion of Incident Command Sys-
tems, including organizational 
structure, positions and func-
tions, responsibilities and consid-
erations. 

"Since the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, our Nation is 

resolved to better prepare to 
prevent terrorist attacks within 
the United States and reduce 
America's vulnerability to terror-
ism, major disasters, and other 
emergencies," said Brown. 
"These complex and emerging 
21st century threats and hazards 
demand a unified and coordi-
nated national approach to do-
mestic incident management." 

This program is being offered to 
all fire service officers and other 
first responders and emergency 
managers, who use, implement, 
and function within an incident 
command system and structure. 
This self-paced program ad-
dresses some of the issues de-
scribed in NFPA Standard 1561. 
No certificate will be issued for 
this program. The program has 
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National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Weekend October 2-3, 2004 

vice. My thanks to my dear 

friend Charlie Dickinson and 

the USFA staff for your contri-

butions. They have not gone 

unnoticed.  

I made mention earlier to hav-

ing to go back to before the 

Civil war to find a time when a 

state has been struck by 4 

major hurricanes in one year. 

The year was actually 1851. 

None of us were around then, 

but I do know one thing for 

sure: I know the firefighters of 

1851 were, just like you, on 

the front lines, serving, and 

making sacrifices for their 

fellow Americans. Then, as 

now, firefighters can always 

be found on the front lines.  

Since the very founding of our 

great nation in 1776, firefight-

ers have been a critical part of 

every community and to the 

residents that called their 

community…..home. It is a 

well-known fact that most of 

our founding fathers and sign-

ers of the Constitution of the 

United States were firefight-

ers. Brave individuals willing 

to stand between the dangers 

of fire, and the people those 

fires threatened.  

Since earliest colonial times, 

we have seen the fire service 

go from leather buckets, to 

MEMORIAL ADDRESS  

R. David Paulison, United 

States Fire Administrator  

Fallen Firefighters Memorial 

Ceremonies  

Emmitsburg, MD  

October 3, 2004  

Good morning and thank you 

for inviting me to participate in 

this, the 2004 National Fallen 

Firefighters Memorial Ser-

vices. I am truly honored, 

indeed, humbled, to stand 

before you, and with you, here 

today.  

Before making my comments I 

would like to take a moment to 

thank Under Secretary Mi-

chael Brown for joining us 

here today. Under Secretary 

Brown has been and remains 

a staunch ally of the fire ser-

vice community, and all of us 

appreciate your efforts on our 

behalf. Thank you Mike, and 

please know our thoughts and 

best wishes go with you as 

you continue to successfully 

lead this nation’s response 

and recovery efforts through a 

challenging disaster season. 

Not only in Florida – although 

one must go back to before 

the Civil War to find record of 

a single state being struck 4 

times in one year by major 

hurricanes -- but in so many 

other areas affected this year.  

I would also like to acknowl-

edge and thank Hal Bruno 

and the Fallen Firefighters 

Foundation Board of Direc-

tors, for your efforts this year. 

In particular, I would like to 

thank you for your continuing 

efforts to make this such a 

special place for all firefight-

ers, and in particular the fami-

lies of the over 2700 fallen 

heroes named here. When 

this memorial was authorized 

and established in 1981 by 

President Reagan, no one 

anticipated what a profound 

and transforming impact it 

would eventually have on the 

fire service community. Your 

continuing efforts to improve 

the memorial and to more 

prominently display the names 

of this nation’s fallen firefight-

ers, are a testament to your 

unwavering commitment and 

dedication to always remem-

ber those firefighters who lost 

their lives in service to their 

communities. Thank you Hal, 

the foundation Board mem-

bers, Ron Siarnicki, and your 

dedicated staff. The firefight-

ers whose names we place on 

this wall would be proud of 

your efforts to ensure the 

families they have left behind 

will never be forgotten. Thank 

you.  

I would also like to take a 

moment to thank the many 

volunteers that selflessly give 

their time and efforts to en-

sure the fire service has this 

special opportunity to join with 

the families of the fallen each 

year. Your countless hours of 

support allow this nation to 

come together to recognize 

these fallen firefighters, lost to 

us in 2003. It will be a perfect 

year when we don’t need to 

meet here at all, but it will take 

dedication and hard work to 

make that happen in my life-

time 

Finally, I would like to ac-

knowledge the members of 

the USFA staff, who have also 

volunteered so many hours 

preparing for and hosting this 

gathering. Deputy U.S. Fire 

Administrator Charlie Dickin-

son has been in charge of the 

planning and operations for 

the past year, and he has 

been supported by many oth-

ers from my staff whom have 

also given their time and ex-

pertise to this memorial ser-
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hand drawn wagons. From 

hand drawn wagons to horse 

drawn steam engines. From 

these primitive fire protection 

vehicles to the very state of 

the art vehicles of you see 

parked around these grounds 

today.  

We have gone from no 

breathing apparatus to sup-

port a firefighter, to light 

weight composite materials 

and breathing apparatus now 

capable of sustaining firefight-

ers for enough time to accom-

plish their assigned tasks, and 

enabling them to work in what 

were once impossible fire 

conditions. We have gone 

from summoning firefighters 

by lanterns on roof tops or 

bells ringing through the 

streets, to advanced commu-

nications systems capable of 

handling and providing notifi-

cations and alerts for large 

and complex fires response 

operations.  

Those earliest firefighters 

wore what they had on their 

backs to staff these bucket 

brigades. What an improve-

ment it must have been when 

firefighters had access to rub-

ber coats and leather helmets. 

Today, firefighters are 

dressed very similar to the 

astronauts that explore our 



10-4 WARNING EQUIPMENT 

3546 CREEKWOOD DR APT. 4 

LEXINGTON, KY 40502-3091 

1-866-716-4493 

http://www.10-4warning.com/ 

 

10-33 EQUIPMENT, INC 

CRAIG & TERI HISER 

540 PETERSON ROAD 

CAVE CITY, KY. 42127 

877-678-1033 

WWW.10-33.COM 

ADVANCE FIRE & RESCUE EQPT. INC 

NICK GAPINSKI 

6633 SPRINGVALE CT. 

NEWBURGH, IN.  47630  

800-853-7675 

812-853-7676  FAX    

NICKGAP@ADELPHIA.NET   

ALL SAFE INDUSTRIES 

STEVE HOISE 

10346 BLUEGRASS PARKWAY 

LOUISVILLE, KY 40299 

888-972-3389 

http://www.allsafeindustries.com/ 

STEVE@ALLSAFEINDUSTRIES.COM  

BLUEGRASS FIRE QUIPMENT 

JOHN BAKER 

PO BOX 23174 

LEXINGTON, KY 40523 

859-233-0807 

859-233-1167 FAX 

atyler6749@aol.com 

BLUEGRASS UNIFORMS, Inc. 

JASON COLSON 

246 COLLEGE ST 

BOWLING GREEN, KY. 42101 

888-686-0520 

bluegrassuniforms@insightbb.com 

http://bluegrassuniforms.com/ 

BOUNDTREE MEDICAL 

TIM BROCKMEYER 

6106 BAUSCH RD 

GALLOWAY, OH. 43119 

614-878-8581 

800-533-0523 

http://www.boundtree.com 

CAMP SAFETY OF LOUISVILLE 

DAVID JOELS 

3308 BARDSTOWN RD 

LOUISVILLE, KY 40218 

502-479-8005 

campsafe@bellsouth.net  

CDS ASSOCIATES 

JACK WILLARD 

11120 KENWOOD RD. 

CINCINNATI, OH 45242-1818 

513-791-1700 FAX: 513-791-1936 

COMTRONICS  

DAVID FRIED 

2456 FORTUNE DRIVE 

LEXINGTON, KY 40509 

859-299-9494 

credit@comtronicsindustrial.com  

DOVE DESIGNS INC 

CHRIS HAYS 

Route 1 Box 275 G 

MONTICELLO, KY. 42633  

(606) 340-9189 

888-377-4459 

http://dovedesignstees.com/  

///EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT 

MIKE BRADY 

RESCUE  EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES 

(859) 359-4502 / (859) 359-4503 FAX 

http://www.EEResQ.com 

E-Mail:  EEResQ@cs.com 

FINLEY FIRE EQUIPMENT 

PO BOX 149 

MCCONNELSVILLE, OH 43756 

740-962-4328 FAX: 740-962-5422 

brice@finleyfire.com 

www.finleyfire.com 

FIRE & SPECIALTY EQUIP CO 

MIKE MUDD 

235 ROGERS DR 

SHEPHERDSVILLE, KY 40165 

502-957-2145 

FIRE APPARATUS DIV S.D.C. 

ROBERT STARK 

8009 BEULAH CHURCH RD 

LOUISVILLE, KY 40291 

502-239-3120 

fireappdivsdc@aol.com 

FIRE COM 

7340 SW DURHAM RD 

PORTLAND, OR 97224 

503-684-6647 FAX: 505-620-2943 

 

FIRE DEPT. SERVICE & SUPPLY 

LINDA TRAUTWEIN 

3920 BARDSTOWN RD. 

LOUISVILLE KY. 40218 

502-491-5114 

502-491-1487   FAX  

FIREHOUSE Bar B Q & CATERING 

JAMES RIDDLE 

23 ROCKBRIDGE RD 

SHELBYVILLE, KY 40065-9355 

 
Phone: (502) 647-7675 
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FIRE PUMPS AND EQUIPMENT 

JOE REYNOLDS 

P O BOX 475 

ALLEN, KY 41601 

606-874-3473    FAX 606-856-3472 

FIREPUMPS@MYFCB.COM  

FIROVAC-REBERLAND 

LARRY REBER 

5963 FOUNTAIN NOOK RD 

APPLE CREEK, OH 44606 

330-698-5322 FAX: 330-698-7723 

www.firovac.com 

FIRST IN RESCUE 

JIM WHITAKER 

6115 CEDAR HILL LANE 

FLORENCE, KY 41042 

859-371-7676 

859-525-2052 

HIGH TECH RESCUE, INC. 

JAMES RIDDLE 

250 ROCKBRIDGE RD 

SHELBYVILLE, KY 40065 

(888) 848-6144 

FAX (502) 633-0659 

http://www.hightechrescue.com 

HILLIARD ENHANCED 

LEARNING PROGRAMS (HELP) 

MIKE HILLIARD 

WWW.4-HELP.ORG 

888-504-4357 

502-291-4357 

Fire & Emergency Services Training Materials 

JOEL VONDERHEIDE 

193 TIMBERLANE CT 

NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356 

KEEBLE RESCUE SYSTEMS 

TIM KEEBLE 

427 DAIRY LANE 

LENOIR CITY, IN 37771 

865-986-7263 

tckeeble@aol.com 

KENTUCKY FIRE COMMISSION 

RONNIE DAY 

2750 RESEARCH PARK DR 

LEXINGTON, KY 40512 

859-246-3478 

ronnie.day@kctcs.edu 

KENTUCKY PUBLIC ENTITY PRO-

GRAMS/VFIS  

STEVE SIEREVELD  

P O BOX 17374   130 DUDLEY ROAD  

EDGEWOOD, KY.  41017  

800-753-6734      FAX  859-331-4937  

SSIERE5072@AOL.COM  

KNOX COMPANY  

PATTI BASS/LARRY LULICH  

17672 ARMSTRONG AVE  

IRVINE, CA. 92614  

800-552-5669     FAX  949-623-4647  

INFO@KNOXBOX.COM  

LEE CO. INC. 

CAROLYN S. LEE  

1408 HWY 124 EAST  P O BOX 210  

DAMASCUS, AR.  72039 

501-335-7111    FAX 501-335-7458  

LEECOFIRE@ALLTEL.NET  

LIFE STAR 

CUSTOM RESCUE UNITS & REMOUNTS 

MIKE BRADY 859-371-7001 

MIKE OSBOURNE  606-672-3446 

http://www.lifestarrescue.com 

M & S FIRE AND SAFETY, INC. 

ALEX W. SMITH 

670 E. FRANKLIN ST 

EVANSVILLE, IN 47711 

800-467-2118 FAX: 812-421-3707 

www.mandsfire.com 

MCNEIL & COMPANY 

WILLIAM. DIXON, DIRECTOR  ROF MAR-
KETING 

P O BOX 5670 

CORTLAND, NJ. 13045 

800-822-3747    FAX  607-756-6225 

WDIXON@ESIP.COM 

MEDICAL CLAIMS ASSISTANCE, INC 

DAVID JONES 

836 4TH AVE 

HUNTINGTON, WV 25701 

304-522-7533 

teegeewv@mcawv.com 

MOUNTAIN VALLEY INSURANCE 

FAYE RICE 

113 UNION ST 

BARBOURVILLE, KY 40906 

888-332-3205 

http://www.mtnvalleyins.com/locations.shtml 

OUR DESIGNS INC 

MIKE DAUGHERTY 

1211 COX AVE  

ERLANGER, KY.  41018   

859-282-5510   FAX 859-282-5508  

MJD@OURDESIGNS.COM    

PROVIDENT INSURANCE  

C. J. BENS  

272 ALPHA DRIVE  

PITTSBURGH, PA.  15238  

800-447-0360    FAX  412-963-0415  

CBENS@PROVIDENTBENEFITS.COM  

Sustaining Members—Please remember these members when you have purchasing needs. 
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PUBLIC ENTITY INSURANCE 

MELINDA LEWIS 

2525 HARRODSBURG ROAD STE. 220 

LEXINGTON, KY. 40504 

888-696-9620 

MLEWIS@ROEDING.COM 

PUBLIC SAFETY EQUIPMENT CO, INC 

DENNIS DOWNES 

9616 SEATON BROOKE LN 

LOUISVILLE, KY 40291 

502-239-2006 

SIEGEL’S UNIFORMS 

FRED LEVIN 

101 SE 4TH ST 

EVANSVILLE, IN 47708 

812-425-2268 

http://www.siegels-uniforms.com 

SMART CART RECYCLING 

JULIETTE GRACE 

4800 POPLAR LEVEL RD SUITE 100 

LOUISVILLE, KY 40213 

502-968-0990 FAX: 502-968-8365 

julietteg@laserimages.org 

SUMMIT FIRE APPARATUS 

JOE MESSMER 

PO BOX 17128 

EDGEWOOD, KY 41017 

859-331-0399 

SUPERCAITICAL THERMAL SYSTMES  

14377 MEAD  

LONGMONT, CO. 80405  

970-535-0384 

970-535-0386  FAX 

VEHICLE SYSTEMS 

VICKI FRYMAN 

629 SHELBY ST 

LEXINGTON, KY 40505 

859-252-1377 

VFIS 

MARY ANN LAVER 

183 LEADER HEIGHTS RD 

PO BOX 2726 

YORK, PA 17402 

800-233-1957 

http://www.vfis.com 

VOGELPOHL FIRE EQUIPMENT, INC 

WM VOGELPOHL 

2756 CIRCLEPORT DR 

ERLANHER, KY 41018 

859-282-1000 

billv@vogelpohlfire.com 

WYNN FIRE & RESCUE EQUIPMENT  

CHARLES WYNN  

326 OLD LYNN CAMP SCHOOL ROAD  

CORBIN, KY.  40701  

606-523-9269  

606-523-0591  

  

   

The KFA Smoke Signals II is proud to promote our sustaining members. Sustaining member status cost $150.00/year  

Please contact Terry Keller for more info. 

 

TREASURER - TERRY KELLER 
237 Ludford Street 
Ludlow, KY 41016 

Home: 859-261-9986 
Cell: 859-393-1658 

E-Mail: tkeller@fuse.net  
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National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Weekend October 2-3, 
2004 (Continued) 
solar system.  

But one thing still remains un-

changed from the 1700’s to today. 

Regardless of the equipment, cloth-

ing, nozzles, vehicles…regardless of 

all of these advances….it still takes 

men and women acting quickly, act-

ing bravely and entering buildings to 

handle the emergencies….others are 

fleeing from. Men and women willing 

to place themselves between the 

threat of fire, and those threatened 

by fire. No fire ever went out, or 

emergency ever went away, simply 

because a truck showed up with 

state of the art equipment. It takes 

people; firefighters, dedicated to the 

safety and well being of their com-

munity.  

Today, there are (1.3 million) one 

point three million firefighters carry-

ing pagers, working in firehouses, 

simply waiting and preparing for the 

next alarm…the next call for help by 

a resident of their community. 1.3 

million firefighters protecting this 

nation.  

Like our brave and heroic soldiers 

currently standing watch this mo-

ment in far away lands to protect his 

nation, so it is true across the 33,000 

fire departments of this nation. To 

accomplish these missions and re-

sponses we so richly speak of, we 

use the terms: divisions, companies, 

and battalions. We talk of special 

ops teams and talk of task forces. All 

of these terms representing a group 

of talented people; individuals com-

ing together to make this nation safer 

for other all Americans.  

There is however one term we rarely 

use, yet it strikes at the very core of 

our individual existence in the fire 

service…regardless of where you 

live and fight fires in the United 

States. The term is “family.” As every 

new firefighter discovers early in the 

service, the firefighters of this nation 

are a family.  

Every firefighter knows, the moment 

they step into a firehouse, they be-

long to a family. Firefighters you see, 

are extremely fortunate. We have 

our primary families, but will over time 

find great comfort and companionship in 

our second families. Our fellow firefight-

ers.  

Webster’s Dictionary defines family as a 

group of people living under one roof, 

with a common history and heritage. 

Since 1776, we have known the history 

of firefighting, and our heritage is here 

again before us as we recognize these 

110 firefighters and their sacrifice.  

Today, we come together not as a com-

pany, division or battalion. Today we 

assemble here, as a family. This is fam-

ily who experienced together the many 

successes in 2003, but unfortunately 

the tragic loss of 110 of our fellow fire-

fighters.  

The world will always remember the 

ultimate price paid by the 343 firefight-

ers of New York, just three short years 

ago. They are here too, on their own 

plaque, and will always be joined to-

gether by name forever. It has not gone 

unnoticed however, that as many fire-

fighters have been lost since September 

11
th
, as were lost on that single day.  

As we have annually and solemnly done 

since 1981, we once again assemble on 

these hallowed grounds, as a family. 

Many of the firefighters here today and 

watching via satellite, may have person-

ally known one of the firefighters we are 

honoring today. We, as a family, know 

that we have lost more than good peo-

ple, we have lost true heroes.  

We are all keenly aware of each family’s 

loss, and recognize that none of us feel 

that loss as strongly or as painfully as 

each family. But when a fellow fire-

fighter falls in the line of duty, we all feel 

that loss; within our departments, our 

communities, the fire service, and as a 

Nation. . . When a firefighter loses his or 

her life in the line of duty, we, the mem-

bers of the fire service, not only lose 

someone who has proven heroic, we 

lose someone who would have contin-

ued to make a difference.  

There are many children here today. 

They have heard the cry of the pipes 

and beat of drums. They have seen our 

symbol of freedom and unity, draped 

and folded over a firefighter’s final rest-

ing place. The difference, however, is 

that these fallen heroes may have been 

their mom or dad. And, while we gather 

here for a couple of days each year to 

fondly remember and reflect, these 

hero’s children will experience this 

poignant loss for the rest of their lives.  

The family left the firehouse together, 

only, …. not everyone came back. As a 

result, the entire lifetime of a child, a 

spouse, a loved one….has been 

changed forever.  

In the future, a number of the children 

here today will seek to follow in their 

mom or dad’s footsteps and join the 

family of firefighters. When they do, and 

when they go out that firehouse door on 

a call with their family of firefighters, I 

sincerely hope that we will have 

reached a level of safety and capability 

such that everyone will come home 

after the alarm. Every One Goes Home! 

That is our enduring goal.  

The 110 firefighters that we solemnly 

recognize and remember this weekend, 

will now join the over 2700 heroes who 

are remembered already, here, and in 

perpetuity, at this Memorial.  

To the firefighters and their families; we 

recommit our allegiance. For it is a rare 

and noble cause that we recognize: the 

hero’s unswerving devotion to their fel-

low firefighters, and unwavering com-

mitment to protecting, at any cost, peo-

ple and residents they do not even 

know. This allegiance to the fire service 

family…..this loyalty….. this devotion 

inspires all of us to contribute to the 

greater good of this great nation. Fire-

fighters called to become heroes, rescu-

ers, servants of their fellow citizens. We 

are truly a noble family!  

May God shed his grace and peace on 

these families and the firefighters of this 

nation, and may God Bless America. 

Thank you. 
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Kentucky Firefighters Association Membership 

Membership in your association is critical to the development of the fire service 
in this great Commonwealth. Please respond to this form.  If you or your depart-
ment hasn’t taken the time to become a member “What are you waiting for?” 

Fill out the application below, enclose a check and mail it to: 

Terry Keller, 237 Ludford Street, Ludlow, KY 41016 

KFA Membership Application 

Please print clearly and indicate the type of membership by checking the box 
below 

NAME: ___________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ________________________________________ 

PHONE: __________________ FAX:___________________ 

E-MAIL: __________________________________________ 

 □ Department Membership $75.00 

 □ Sustaining Membership $150 

 □ Personal Membership $25 

237 Ludford Street 

Ludlow, KY 41016 

KFA 


