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Smoke Signals II is a Publication of the 
Kentucky Firefighters Association
House Bill 312 is signed into Law! 
elow is pictured Governor Paul Patton, Lt. Governor Steven Henry, 

he bills Prime Sponsor J. Callahan, and various other members of the 
egislature and members of the Emergency Services community 

ncluding your KFA President Gerald Stewart.  The event is the signing 
f House Bill 312 February 24th at 11 AM in the Capital Rotunda, 
rankfort.  This law now allows EMTs once certified by the National Registry exam, can re-
ertify with a Kentucky Certification only requiring 24 hours of continuing education instead 
f 72 hours for National Registry.  This bill is in response to an apparent inability or desire of 
he Cabinet for Health Services to listen to the needs or desires of the Emergency 
esponse Community.  In the last 18 months 1,900 EMTs have chosen to let their 
ertification lapse rather than deal with the National Registry or the problems associated 
ith re-certification.  In an effort to stem the tide of non-recertifying EMTs, House Bill 312 
as introduced and passed.   
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Message from President Stewart 
We are now well past half way in the 2000 legislative 

session.  By the time you receive this newsletter the 
session will be over and the fruit of our labor will be in 
front of you.  We have met with challenges on every 
front.  The important thing is that win, lose, or draw we 
have given 200 % effort to make Kentucky a safer place 
to live and work for both the firefighters and citizens.   

In political endeavors as well as running an association 
as large as the KFA, from time to time we may have 
opposing points of view.  These views are healthy and 
can cause the association to grow.  However, if 
individuals take these differences personally long time 
friendships and working arrangements can go by the 
wayside when feelings are hurt.  Any time a group is 
successful and work is being accomplished it is not 
difficult for rumor and innuendo to try and stop the 
progress.  We must pull together for the common good.  
It is time to do whatever necessary to heal wounds and 
move along with the business of the fire service. 

Our focus now will be on our association.  The 
conference is only 4 months away.  If you or your 
association have resolutions you wish the KFA 
Conference to consider, they must be submitted in 
advance to the association secretary.  By now you 
should have received several notices about registration 
and ad sales in the conference directory.  This issue of 
Smoke Signals II has applications for both the 
conference registration and advertisements in the 
directory/conference program book.  Take the time now 
to fill them out and send in so we will know you are 
coming and can reserve a place for you!  The hotel is 
beginning to fill up.  Will you be there? 

The Fallen Firefighter Memorial still has a balance to 
be paid.  We have not yet heard from all Kentucky 
Departments.  If each department would buy 1 $100.00 
paver we would not only have paid the bill for the 
memorial but would have gone a long way in providing a 
fund for beautification and future improvements.  I 
challenge you to take the time today and make a lasting 
memorial to a member of your department with a 
$100.00 donation for a paver in their name.  

The next meeting of the KFA Executive Board will be 
held June 4th at 2PM at the Holiday Inn North Lexington.  
This is the beginning of State Fire School.  This will also 
be the last meeting before the KFA August conference.  
If you are a Vice President and can not be there please 
have a regional director from one of your associations 
take your place.  E-Board meetings are the method used 
to accomplish business and the day to day running of the 
association.  They are open to the membership. 

Be Safe Gerald Stewart, President. 
 

Treasurers Notes 
By Bryant Stiles 

As with most of the fire service, 
the Officers of your Kentucky 
Firefighters Association have been 
concentrating on activities in Frankfort with the Kentucky 
General Assembly. We have been fortunate with the 
amount of legislation that concerns the fire service to 
have two capable representatives in Frankfort full time 
working for us. President Gerald Stewart and Legislative 
Chairman Sylvan Smith have provided excellent 
leadership to us as we sought to advance legislation that 
will benefit the firefighters of Kentucky. I encourage you 
to continue to visit the KFA web site at www.kyfa.org for 
updates on legislative activities. 

KFA continues to explore areas where the Association 
can bring leadership to fire service issues. A new KFA 
Committee, the Wildland Firefighing Committee, under 
the Chairmanship of Gary Clarke will begin to meet to 
deal with many issues affecting Kentucky’s fire 
departments.  

Thanks to the many departments that have mailed in 
their membership dues. We will be mailing a second 
reminder notice in early April to departments that have 
not sent in their dues. With the costs of operating our 
Association, we need all departments to be a dues 
paying member. 

The sales of pavers to support Kentucky’s Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial has dropped to almost zero. 
President Stewart reminds us of our goal to pay for the 
Memorial by the 2000 Conference, which is only a few 
months away.  Please continue to emphasize the need in 
your community and your department to finish paying for 
this outstanding Memorial. 

As you may be aware, Charlie Shaw announced at the 
KFA Executive Board meeting on February 19th of his 
plans to end his work as KFA Special Events Coordinator 
on December 31st.  Charlie is one of my closest friends 
so I am far from being totally objective on this issue.  I do 
understand that someone else can replace any of us.  
Yet, I know through my work with KFA of the many facets 
of the services of KFA that are directly coordinated by 
Charlie and his staff.  Just some of these services 
include our State Firefighters Olympics, KFA Conference 
activities, State Fire School exhibits, 800 Fireline, and 
firefighter funerals, both line of duty and non-line of duty 
deaths.  While we have many talented people in our fire 
service, I am greatly concerned who will have the talent, 
commitment and time to carry out the many functions 
that Charlie now performs for our Association without any 
compensation.  I hope you are concerned as well and 
are developing a plan because I sure don’t have one! 

Your Treasurer,  Bryant Stiles 
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Jackson Purchase Firefighters Association  
President Paul Billings 

Greetings from “Far Western Kentucky”. Spring is in 
the air (thank goodness) and a firefighters thoughts turn 
to spring schools, the end of the legislative session, 
summer vacation and activities and the KFA conference 
in Paducah, Kentucky. It is that time of the year. 

The legislative session will soon be history.  The merits 
of this session, as far as the Fire Service is concerned, 
will depend upon how much effort we put in to the 
session.  KFA President Gerald Stewart and KFA 
Legislative Committee Chair Sylvan Smith have more 
than done their part in Frankfort.  Woody Will and Bryant 
Stiles have more than done their part by getting the KFA 
web site ready and keeping it up to date to keep us 
informed.  I am sure there are others that have worked 
tirelessly, for the Fire Service during the session that we 
know nothing about.  WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?  How 
many politicians have you contacted and asked for their 
support on our Fire Service issues?  How many friends, 
neighbors and family members have you talked too? 
These people have a vested interest in the Fire Service 
and they also have a vote.  Did you ask them to contact 
any legislators and ask for their support?  And who are 
you going to blame if the Fire Service issues are not 
resolved to our satisfaction?  Gerald and Smitty?  Woody 
and Bryant?  The representatives and senators? 
Governor Patton?  Some of you may take this route for 
any failures we might experience.  But who will be really 
to blame?  We will!  And all of us must learn to stay 
informed and take responsibility for our actions or our 
lack of action.  Support your KFA and the Firefighters of 
Kentucky. 

HB 312 concerning EMT’s and our re-certification 
hours passed and was signed by Governor Patton. That 
took some doing by a lot of dedicated people.  HB 631 
came out of the House on a 94 to 0 vote.  Someone is 
listening to the Fire Service.  It now goes to the Senate 
and hopefully we will have the same good fortune in this 
arena.  If HB 631 has not been passed and signed by the 
time you are reading this article, let’s flood Frankfort with 
phone calls, letters and e-mail.  If it has passed and been 
signed we still need to make phone calls, send letters 
and e-mail and thank our politicians for doing the right 
thing.  We will need their help again and again and 
again. THINK ABOUT IT!!  

KFA 2000, the 80th. Annual Kentucky Firefighters 
Association Conference, is ready and awaiting your 
arrival in Paducah, Kentucky.  The KFA packets have 
been mailed and you should have them by now.  If your 
department did not receive a packet and you would like 
to have one, contact Jim Hartz at the Fulton Fire 

Department, PO Box 1350, Fulton, KY. 42041; Phone 
270-472-1423; Fax 270-472-0686; E-mail 
jpfa@apex.net.  Remember to make your reservations at 
the Executive Inn in Paducah no later than July 21, 2000 
to receive the special KFA rate.  The deadline for 
submitting ads for the KFA conference program booklet 
is May 26, 2000 and space is limited.  Get your ad in 
now!  We will be looking forward to seeing you in 
Paducah August 5-8, 2000. 

I received a very special e-mail just last week 
concerning the KFA.  An unknown gentleman, from the 
State of Mississippi, happened to stumble up on the KFA 
web site.  He wrote to let us know how much he enjoyed 
the web site and all of the information that it provided.  Of 
course he was a retired Volunteer Firefighter so he could 
really appreciate it.  He stated, " it looks to me like you 
have a very professional organization doing a 
professional job for the Kentucky Firefighters.  I hope that 
they appreciate it and use it to the fullest."   Well let me 
tell you I stuck my chest out and I think my hat size 
gained about two inches.  And all I do is use the web 
site!  We all know how great the web site is and what a 
tremendous communication tool it has become.  But 
when an outsider recognizes that fact, we have hit the 
pinnacle.  Let's continue to utilize this tool to its 
maximum and every once in a while give Woody Will and 
Bryant Stiles an "ataboy" for their hard work and 
seemingly tireless efforts on our behalf. 

The next JPFA quarterly meeting will be conducted on 
May 17, 2000 at the Hickman, Kentucky Fire and EMS 
complex.  We eat at 6:00 PM and meet at 7:00 PM.  Bill 
Murray says that this is just about as far West as you can 
go and stay in Kentucky.  So if you want to attend and 
need help with directions contact Paul Billings at the 
Fulton Fire Department, PO Box 1350, Fulton, Ky. 
42041, Phone 270-472-1423, E-mail jpffa@apex.net. We 
would love to have you in attendance. 

 

Regional Embers 

Pennyrile Fire & Rescue Association 
President Brent A.Francis 

E-mail  princeton-fire@ziggycom.net  
Kerry Fowler has been appointed the new fire chief of 

Cadiz Fire Department in Trigg County.  Chief Fowler 
replaces Bill Woods who will remain with the department 
as an assistant chief.  Congratulations (or as one of my 
instructors at the Kentucky Officers School would say 
“damit boy tour in the hot seat now”) and good luck to 
Kerry. 

Forest and grass fire season is upon us now in the 
Pennyrile region.  If we don’t get rain soon and a lot of it, 
looks like the only classes we will be giving in the future 
is Forest Firefighting 101. 

The Princeton Fire Department has taken delivery on a 
new Ferrara Pumper/Tanker.  You can see a picture of 
the new truck in this paper under “New Arrivals”. 



KFA Smoke Signals II     

The Kentucky Association of Fire Chiefs late summer 
retreat is scheduled to be held in Hopkinsville, 
September 29th, 30th and October 1st, 2000.  For more 
information on the retreat contact Bowling Green Chief 
Gerry Brown, Hopkinsville Deputy Chief Harry Mason, or 
Princeton Chief Brent Francis. 

Great job on the KFA web site!  All firefighters need to 
check it out on a regular basis to stay up with what’s 
happening or might be happening to us all.  Voice your 
opinion.  It is one of the last and most important 
freedoms. 

Last, but by no means least, for those of you that don’t 
live way down and over to the left side of the 
Commonwealth, the crappie are starting to bite and the 
turkeys are starting to gobble!  Be safe! 

  Brent 
 

Green River Firefighters Association 
President Brent Hayden 

When we think the Officers School can not get any 
better or any bigger, it does. This was the case for the 
2000 Officers School as 756 students were in the 
classrooms participating with great instructors. We send 
our sincere thanks to all the organizations and agencies 
that help support the Officers School, to the students 
(many of which traveled for hours each way) and to the 
departments for sending their personnel. Saturday 
Evening with the Vendors continues to grow beyond our 
wildest expectations and we thank the vendors for their 
outstanding support.  

Our Kentucky Firefighters Association continues to be 
a strong part of the Officers School. Thanks to those that 
attended the meeting of Regional Associations. KFA 
sponsored the Fire Safety Education class and brought 
in Carol Gross from Phoenix Fire Department, one of the 
nation’s leading instructors in Fire Safety Education. This 
School is truly a combined effort of many people and 
organizations that benefits all of us. 

We dedicated our new Anhydrous Ammonia Training 
Trailer at the Officers School. This is a joint project 
between our Association, State Fire Rescue Training, 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture, and Miles 
Enterprises. This trailer will be used both in safety 
training for farmers and in response training for 
emergency services personnel. In the last 30 days we 
have already been in Areas 1, 2, 3 and 5 with this trailer. 
If you need to make use of this training trailer please 
contact us at the Area 3 Training Center. 

Congratulations to the Dixie Firefighters on another 
great Fire School. We were pleased to have Green River 
folks there both as students and instructors. The Dixie 
School has become both a dynamic educational 
opportunity and a very enjoyable weekend.  

We also send Congratulations to the Pennyrile 
Association and their Spring Fire School. We were 
pleased to be invited to help with the School by sending 
instructors and the burn trailer. 

We want to recognize and thank our Henderson 
County Fire Chiefs Association who worked with several 
Henderson County organizations and the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture to provide a quality Farm 
Safety/Rescue program on March 11th.   

The Ohio County Firefighters Association hosted our 
first Firefighter Survival course at the Ohio County 
Training Center on March 18th.  This program will provide 
the knowledge and skills that will someday save one or 
more of our firefighters. We send thanks to the Fire 
Commission for establishing this program and to Scott 
Shaw, Jamia Skaggs, the Area 14 Survival Instructors 
and Woody Will for their efforts in developing this 
program. 

Jim Duke will be representing our Area on the KFA 
Wildland Firefighting Committee.  We are behind many 
other states on many issues related to wildland 
firefighting and this committee will begin the process of 
leading us forward. 

The Green River Firefighters Association Spring Fire 
School will be held April 29-30 in Owensboro. We always 
try to provide intense hands on training as we strongly 
believe in Kentucky’s concept that firefighters “learn by 
doing”. If you need a brochure or additional information 
on the Spring Fire School please call us at the Area 3 
Training Center 270-273-3187. 

As always, if you need the assistance of our 
Association, please contact us at the Area 3 Training 
Center. 

 
Dixie Firefighters Association 

President Mike Hulsey 

New Dixie Officers for 2000 
Mike Hulsey Chief, Valley Creek FD ............President 
Robbie Blanford Bardstown FD.........................1st VP 
Farand “Randy” Skinner Irvington FD ............2nd VP 
Laura Lamb Valley Creek FD .......................Secretary 
Woody Will Kentucky 86 FD.........................Treasurer 

The Dixie Firefighters Association School for 1999-
2000 is now history.  The school was very successful 
with approximately 650 students in attendance.  I would 
like to take this time to thank everyone involved, over the 
past year in planning and making sure the school was a 
success.  A very special thanks to Rocky and the 
Jefferson County EMS Honor Guard.  If you ever have a 
need for an honor guard contact these people.  They are 
fantastic. 

The theme for the 2000 Dixie School Banquet was 
Remembering Our Past and Stepping Into the Future.  At 
the Banquet we awarded all of our past Presidents 



KFA Smoke Signals II     

badges.  A special award was given by outgoing 
President Dale Dobson to all Dixie members, and 
presented to the oldest and youngest member in 
attendance.  Retired Chief Arch Pendegrass from 
Bardstown Fire Department and the youngest member in 
attendance, a 14-year-old Explorer, accepted the award 
for the membership. 

After the new officers where sworn in, I, Michael 
E. Hulsey, 2000-2001 President issued a challenge to all 
present.  I asked all of the firefighters in attendance to 
get involved, not only with the Dixie, also with the KFA, 
or their local association.  We must pick up the new 
generation of Firefighters, to take on and better the 
firefighters of this Commonwealth.  One thing that we 
need to realize is that it is not all their fault that they are 
not involved.  A great deal of us are not taking the time to 
pass on the traditions and make sure they know the 
importance of our history and how it will assist them in 
making our future.  These young firefighters are the 
DOERS of the next generation of Firefighter; we need to 
give them a gentle push in the right direction. 

It has been rumored that with the next 2 years we 
are going to lose two people that have taken on special 
jobs within the KFA, the editor of this newsletter, and the 
co-coordinator of special events for the KFA.  If these 
two gentlemen are stepping down for retirement, God 
Bless them, they have earned it.  If they are stepping 
down because of politics within the KFA, as rumored, 
shame on the process.  I hope that the Vice Presidents 
of the KFA are looking into this and are making sure that 
someone receives guidance and training from these two 
gentlemen.  If they do, yes the loss will still be great, but 
at least we will know that as the experience comes it will 
be brought back around to the excellence we receive 
now. 
Thank you,  Michael E. Hulsey 

 
Jefferson County Fire News 

By Lynn Goldstein Nichols 
The Jefferson County Fire Service 

has experienced an unusually high 
number of fire deaths recently.  While 
up to four of these fire deaths can be 
attributed to either murders or suicides, the only 
relationship between the remaining fire deaths, is that 
they occurred in rental properties.  Some of the 
properties had working smoke detectors, and others did 
not.  While the Fire Departments that make up the 
Jefferson County Fire Service have always had 
programs in place to distribute and install smoke 
detectors and batteries, an aggressive public awareness 
campaign will take place during the month of April, to 
coincide with the Change Your Clock – Change Your 
Battery Program.  The Jefferson County Fire Service has 
hired Lynn Nichols of LGN Communications 

Incorporated, to serve as a Public Information Specialist, 
to help get the word out on this campaign, and other 
issues involving the Jefferson County Fire Service.   

The Jefferson County Fire Service is preparing for an 
April debut of a countywide joint recruit training program.  
This program will allow Fire Departments to send their 
new recruits to the countywide program, rather than 
conducting their own in-house recruit training.  
Instructors will be provided from the various Fire 
Departments participating in the program.  The 
Jeffersontown Fire Department recently graduated 16 
new fire-fighters from their first all career recruit school.          

In other news, Chief Danny Allen has retired as the 
Fire Chief from the Edgewood Fire District.  Rob Orkies 
will serve as their new Fire Chief.  Chief Ron Mingus has 
retired as the Fire Chief from the Middletown Fire District.  
Long time Assistant Fire Chief, Donald Brooks, has 
assumed the Fire Chief’s position at Middletown.   

The Jefferson County Fire Chief’s Association recently 
held their elections, and Chief Jack Reckner of 
Jeffersontown Fire District will serve as the Association 
President for the next 2 years.  Chief Paul Barth of 
McMahan will serve as the Executive Vice-President for 
2 years, then will assume the position of President.  
Chief James Baker of Lyndon Fire District, Chief Richard 
Larkins of Highview Fire District, and Chief John 
Wilkerson of Lake Dreamland Fire District will serve as 
area Vice-Presidents for a 1-year term.  Thanks to Chief 
Richard Carlson of the Okolona Fire District for his 
wisdom and leadership over the last 2 years. 

 
Northern Kentucky Firefighters Association 

President Ken Elliot 
Reporter Terry Keller 

Newly elected president Ken Elliot has been busy 
setting his agenda for the new-year.  Ken will be visiting 
as many fire departments as possible.  Ken is also 
president of the Campbell County Firefighters 
Association, as well as his volunteer department, 
Southgate. 

Ludlow elects new Fire Chief Terry Bandy.  Chief 
Bandy is a 20 year veteran member of the Ludlow FD.  
His term has started like a house on fire.  To be exact 
three working structure fires.  One set by a suspected 
arsonist from his own department.  The suspect was a 
probationary Firefighter with about a month on the 
department.  He has been turned over to the Grand Jury 
for indictment.  What a way to begin your term as chief. 

Bromley FD holds dinner in honor of all past 
Presidents/Chiefs of their department.  The 
department is celebrating 100 years of service to the city.  
Many events have been scheduled for the year.  Chief 
Bill Martin of Erlanger was guest speaker at one of the 
events.  Chief Martin shared many concerns of volunteer 
departments. 
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Kenton County Judge Executive holds EMS 
Summit.  Kenton County Judge Executive Richard L. 
Murgatroyd held a summit with fifteen departments to 
work out a plan so everyone provides their cities with 
service.  All Northern Kentucky Counties are working on 
plans to retain firefighters and EMS personnel. 

The passing of a friend.  Dayton Fire Department 
Ladies Auxiliary lost one of it’s oldest and dearest friends 
with the passing of Dolores K. O’Day.  Dolores was the 
mother of Mike O’Day and wife of George P. “Odie” 
O’Day.  Dolores could always be found at KFA 
Conferences with her son and daughter-in-law Alice 
O’Day.  She will be missed by all who had the pleasure 
to meet her. 

Two more firefighter to be hired.  Campbell County 
Fire District #2 will be hiring two more firefighters.  There 
are six members at present.  The district covers Cold 
Springs and Highland Heights.  The district is in the 
process of also including a paid chief to oversee the two 
stations and their operation.   

New Vehicle in-service.  The Kenton County Arson 
Task Force puts a new vehicle in-service. Kenton County 
Fiscal Court purchased a new Arson Task Force Unit to 
replace the old box ambulance unit that was donated by 
a local department some time back.  The new unit is a 
welcome arrival for arson deterrence. 

Hopefully by the time this issue is printed we will have 
received good news that all of our legislative issues were 
addressed during the session.  Until next time, keep 
safe, keep training, and good luck to all. 

Terry Keller , Reporter, NKFA 
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South- Eastern Kentucky 
Firefighter’s Association  

Regional Fire School 
APRIL 8th & 9th 2000 

The following classes will be offered: 

1) BASIC FIREFIGHTING SKILLS: 
16 HOURS-both Saturday & Sunday 

This class will address 16 of the first 20 hours a new 
firefighter must have as required by the Fire 
Commission. Full turnout gear required. 
Instructors: AREA – 13 Field Staff 
2) EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO TERRORISM: BASIC 

CONCEPTS 
16 HOURS- both Saturday & Sunday 

This course is designed to prepare first responding 
personnel to take the appropriate course of action at the 
scene of a potential terrorist incident. EMT CON-ED HRS      
Instructors: AREA – 13 Field Staff 

3) FIRE SERVICE IN THE 21ST CENTURY:  
Both Saturday & Sunday 

This course is for Board Members & Officers and Officer 
candidates. It will let Board Members & officers know 
what it takes to maintain a Fire Department, their duties, 
liabilities and responsibilities 
Instructors:  Coordinator & Field Staff AREA - 3 

4) VEHICLE EXTRICATION: 
16 HOURS -both Saturday & Sunday 

This is a course in the safe & efficient use of rescue 
equipment. Students will be instructed in the most 
effective rescue techniques designed to protect the 
 

Upcoming Events

Northern Kentucky 

Alexandria Fire Department - Campbell County Fire 
ict No. 5, have moved into their new Headquarters 
51 Alexandria Pike, Alexandria, KY.  There will be 
ficial Dedication and Open House at the new facility 
aturday, April 8, 2000 at 1300 hours.   
 department is beginning the new millennium with a 
 needed and improved facility.  The new 
quarters includes living quarters, a large training 
, spacious apparatus bay and a much needed 
nistrative office.  
 facility is under the direction of Chief Ken Schaub.  
department employs six career firefighters/EMS 
nnel, which are on 24/48-hour shift schedule.  Fifty 
teer firefighter/EMS personnel support the 
rtment. 

victim & rescue personnel. Full protective gear required 
except SCBA.  EMT CON- ED HRS. 
Instructors: Charles Wynn, Jack Partin & Area 13 Field 
Staff 

5) COMPUTERS & THE LAWS IN FIRE  SERVICE:16 
HOURS both Saturday & Sunday 

This class will contain information on NFIRS (National 
Fire Incident Reporting System) and the new Kentucky 
Training records reporting system through the inter net 
& laws the chiefs should know.  
Instructor: Don Smith State Fire Marshal’s office 
 
6)CLUSTER- “ HARD TO GET HOURS”: 
 16 HOURS – both Saturday & Sunday 
This course will feature short classes that are always 
hard to get, including : Aircraft Rescue Public Education, 
Disaster Planning, Fire Alarms & Communication and 
Building construction 
Instructors: AREA – 13 Field Staff 
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7) INTERMEDIATE FIRE FIGHTING: 
16 HOURS- both Saturday & Sunday 

This course is intended for the fire fighter who has not 
had much time or experience with S.C.B.A’s  or nozzle 
experience. This class will be using the SMOKE MAZE & 
BURN TRAILOR. Full protective gear is required 
including S.C.B.A. with spare cylinder..Class will be all 
hands on 
 Instructors: AREA –12 & AREA – 13 Field Staff 
 
8) WILDLAND URBAN/INTERFACE FIREFIGHTING 

FOR THE STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTER: 
16 HOURS both Saturday & Sunday 

There is NO typical wildland fire, whether it is in 
Kentucky or Colorado. Today, more people are “getting 
back to nature” by building houses in the wildland setting. 
This course is designed with the structural firefighter in 
mind when protecting structures from wildland fires. The 
course consists of the Wildland /Urban Environment, 
Wildland Fire Behavior, Command & Control Issues, 
Safey & Survival & Basic Tactical Objectives. This 16 
hour course is a pilot course and is being considered to 
serve as the basic “Awareness Level” course for 
Kentucky Firefighters that respond to Wildland fires in 
their jurisdiction. 
Instructor: Danny Blevins IC on Island Fork Fire in 
Rowan Co. last spring, & Area-9 Field Staff   
SCHOOL EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER:  
(606)  337-8080 
HOTELS: 
BEST WESTERN (606) 248-5630 
DAYS INN (606) 248-6860 

PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 
Feel free to copy and distribute 

 
Department Name: __________________________________ 
 
 
Address:___________________________________________ 
  Street    City  State Zip 

 Name Class No. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Boone Firefighters Association 
10th Annual Regional Fire School 

April 15th & 16th, 2000 
Course Offerings 

1. Intermediate and Advanced Engine Company 
Operations.  Saturday & Sunday  - This course 
deals with attacking two types of fire responses in 
which we go on regularly, Automotive and Structural.  
Students will be required to perform fire-ground 
operations using extensive hands-on skills learned in 
the classroom.  Fires be fought utilizing actual 
vehicles, structures and the associations burn 
building.  This is a hands-on course that will require 
students to bring their own PPE which will include 
SCBA and a spare air cylinder.  Due to the extensive 
hands – on training required by this course, all 
students must be over the age of 18 and a certified 
firefighter.  Instructors – Ernie Pennington, James 
Burnett, SFRT. 

2. Truck Company Operations.  Saturday & Sunday – 
This course deals with ladders, overhaul, ventilation, 
evacuation, rescue, and salvage (LOVERS). This is a 
hands-on course that will require students to bring 
their own PPE which will include SCBA and a spare 
air cylinder.  Due to the extensive hands – on training 
required by this course, all students must be over the 
age of 18.  Instructors – SFRT Staff. 

3. Basics – “Essential Stuff”  Saturday & Sunday – 
This class is for new firefighters or seasoned 
veterans wanting to “brush-up”.  Students will be 
given some basic firefighting knowledge and 
practicing skills necessary to begin a long and safe 
life of fire suppression. This is a hands-on course that 
will require students to bring their own PPE which will 
include SCBA. 

4. Hard to Get Hours  Saturday & Sunday  This class 
is designed to give you the hours that are difficult to 
come by.  The schedule includes: 
Building Construction ............... Sat 9A – 12Noon 
Water Supply ......................................Sat 1 – 5PM 
Aircraft Firefighting ................ Sun 9 A – 12 Noon 
Foam ......................................................... 1 – 5 PM 

5. Basic Auto Extrication  Saturday & Sunday – This 
class is designed to teach the student the very basic 
involved in removing the vehicle from the patient to 
ensure the safety of both the firefighter and patient.  
Hydraulic spreaders, cutters and rams; Pneumatic 
tools, airbags, and good ole basic hand tools will be 
used during this class.  Student must wear full 
protective clothing. 
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6. EMT Continuing Education – Saturday & Sunday  
This course will offer 14 of the 24 hours required for a 
EMT to maintain his/her certification.  Students 
should bring a pocket face mask and stethoscope. 

7. Farm Rescue – Saturday & Sunday - This class will 
review farm related emergencies and the special 
challenges the occur when responders are 
confronted with farm accidents.  During the class 
farm related emergency scenarios will be enacted 
using farm equipment with entrapped victims.  This is 
a working class students will be required to wear full 
safety equipment (Including glasses, coveralls, steel 
toed boots, hard hat.  Firefighters turnout gear can be 
substituted.) 

8. Emergency Response to Terrorism – Saturday & 
Sunday - This course is a National Fire Academy 
Course designed to prepare first responders with the 
appropriate actions to the scene of potential terrorist 
incidents.  This course prepares you for the type 
incidents we all hope never happen in our 
community.  In the grand scheme of things the 
people from Oklahoma City thought they would never 
need this type of training either.   

9. Wildland Urban Interface Firefighting for the 
Structural Firefighter - Saturday & Sunday – this 
course consists of Wildland/Urban Interface 
Environment, Wildland Fire Behavior, Command and 
Control Issues, Safety and Survival and basic 
Tactical Objectives.  This 14 hour course is a pilot 
program and is being considered to serve as the 
basic “Operations Level” course for Kentucky 
Firefighters that must respond to Wildland fires in 
their jurisdiction. 

10. Officers – Tactics and Strategy – Saturday & 
Sunday - This class is for the newer officers and for 
senior firefighters who may serve as acting officers.  
It is designed to guide those persons with little or no 
experience in the basics of Incident Command.  
Students will be involved in decision making and role-
playing.  Officers who are somewhat more 
experienced may take this class as a review. 

11. Fire Instructor Level I Saturday & Sunday  - This 
course is used to certify fire instructors as in-house 
fire instructors.  You must attend both days to receive 
credit for this class.  To become certified as an 
instructor you must be a certified firefighter with 2 
years experience, a high school diploma or 
equivalent, and the permission of the fire chief to 
attend. 

12. Chief Officers I - Saturday & Sunday – This class 
will deal with many new and various issues that every 
chief fire officer is confronted with on a daily basis, 

from recuiting, retention of volunteers to serving our 
customers, the public. 

13. Chief Officers II Sunday Only – The Chiefs 
Roundtable – This class is designed as a medium for 
chiefs to sit down together and discuss common 
problems facing their department.  Quite frequently 
you will find the problems you are dealing with have 
already been solved in a neighboring department and 
they are happy to share that information with you. 

14. Firefighter Survival Saturday & Sunday – This 
course will demonstrate techniques used to help you 
as a firefighter rescue yourself when you become cut 
off or trapped in a burning structure.  This course will 
become mandatory for firefighters who want to 
become certified after July 1, 2000.  It is important 
enough that when you find out what it is all about, 
YOU WILL WANT TO TAKE IT TOO! 

Where am I going to stay? 
Shoney’s Inn will be the host hotel for the fire school.  

Rates will be $49.00 for a double bed, $59.00 for a 
suite/night.  Shoney’s Inn is located at 110 Toms Drive, 
right next to Shoney’s Restaurant.  For reservations, call 
(606) 784-5796.  A block of rooms have been held and 
will be released by April 1, 2000 if not reserved for you 
by then.  Other hotels include: 

Hotel Phone Address 
Best Western  (606) 784-2220 175 Toms Dr. 
Days Inn (606) 783-1484 170 Toms Dr. 
Super 8 Motel (606) 784-8882 602 Fraley Dr. 
Ramada Inn (606) 784-7591 1698 -Flemingsburg Rd 

Emergency Number 
The School Emergency Number is (606) 783-1538 

Ext. 441.  That number will contact Duane Suttles pager 
and he will see that you get the message. 

TRAINING ANNOUNCEMENT 
SWIFT WATER RESCUE (16 hrs) 

April 8 & 9, 2000, Beginning at 9:00 am (Each Day) 
4 Hours – Classroom    12 Hours - Water Activity 

16 Hours Total Training 

COORDINATED BY: Scott Shaw, Campbellsville Taylor 
County Rescue 

HOSTED BY: State Fire Rescue Training 
There is no cost for the class. 
FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT: 
Scott Shaw, Campbellsville Taylor County Rescue 
270-789-3135 
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Elizabethtown Professional Firefighters 
Association 

Golf Scramble! 
A portion of the Proceeds will be donated to the WHAS 
Crusade for Children and the Kids Christmas Shopping 
Spree! 

LOCATION: ELIZABETHTOWN COUNTRY CLUB 
DATE:  FRIDAY - MAY 12TH 
SHOTGUN START: 9 AM 
ENTRY FEE:  $60.00 PER PERSON 
CASH PRIZES FOR: 1ST PLACE, 2ND PLACE, 3RD 
PLACE, 4TH PLACE, CLOSEST TO PIN ON PAR 3'S 
ENTRY DEADLINE: MAY 9TH 
Mail entry fee, name, address, phone number, Handicap 
or Average 18 hole Score to: 
Elizabethtown Fire Dept. 380 Ring Road, Elizabethtown 
KY 42701 or call 270-765-2121 
Don’t be left out  
 
 
 

Carter City Fire Department is selling a 
1971 Ford C-900 Pumper, 1000 Gallon Steel Tank, 

1000 GPM 2 stage pump, 534 CI gasoline engine, w/5 
speed transmission.  Asking $5,000 or best offer.  Call 
606-474-9968 or 606-286-8084 or write to: Carter City 
Volunteer Fire Department PO Box 44, Carter City KY 
41128. 

 
 
The Princeton Fire Department has taken delivery on a 

new Ferrara Pumper/Tanker.  The unit was purchased by 
Caldwell County Fiscal Court.  It has a Freightliner FL80 
Chassis, with a Cummins 300 hp diesel engine, a Hale 
1250 pump, 2,500 Gallon Tank, ground ladders, and a 
Knight Light elevated articulating lighting system.  The 
truck was purchased from M & S Fire Equipment 
Evansville Indiana. 

 

High Tech Rescue Inc. 
250 Rockbridge Road, Shelbyville KY 40065 
Local 502-633-0149  Toll free 888-848-6144 

Fax 502-633-0659 
January 2000 Simpsonville, Hackney 4WD Lightweight 

Mini Rescue,300 GPM Hale Pump, 300 Gal Tank, 5KW 
Honda Generator, F550 Chassis 7.3 Liter Power Stroke 

Eminimce FD 1999 Toyne of Iowa 
4900 International Chassis 3600 GVW, 300 HP  

300 GPM Hale, 2000 Gallon Tanker, 2500 Fold A Tank For Sale With 2 side and 1 rear 10 Inch Newton Quick Dumps 

New Arrivals 
Eastwood FD 

Hackney 4WD Lightweight Mini Rescue 
F550 Chassis 7.3 Liter Power Stroke 

10KW Onan Generator w/6000W light tower 
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High TECH also made delivery to the following 
departments with Survivar Panther Packs; 

Middletown ......... 11/1999 
Okolona.............. 11/1999 
Worthington........ 10/1999 
North Oldham..... 10/1999 
Zoneton .............. 10/1999 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Range Fire Terminator 
Attack with Remote Control 

Grass fires, brush fires and similar firefighting 
situations often call for quick reactions to rapidly 
changing conditions.  The Range Fire Terminator 
provides remote controlled firefighting capabilities for 
large and small fire departments.  The Range Fire 
Terminator is affordable remote controlled firefighting 
performance for pickups, heavy trucks or other 
apparatus. 

Specifications 
Nozzle Horizontal Sweep-- 220 degrees 

Nozzle Vertical travel = 60 degrees 
( 26° down & 34°  up from horizontal) 

Dual Volume Nozzle--        20-95 GPM 
(Lightweight Nozzle) 

Spotlight--169,000 candlepower 
For more Information contact: 

TRG, 9440 S. Kipp Rd, Gypsum KS 67448 
Phone 785-536-4348   Fax 785-536-4377 

National Volunteer Fire Council 
Director Ken Nipper  -  Alternate Bryant Stiles 

Kentucky Director Ken Nipper named 
to NFPA EMS Committee 

Ken Nipper, KFAs director to the 
National Volunteer Fire Council was 
named an alternate to the NFPAs new 

EMS committee.  Ken attended his first meeting in 
Tampa Florida in February.  He has a strong feeling of 
the good this group can accomplish. 

The spring meeting of NVFC will be held in 
Washington, DC May 11th – 13th.  If you have any 
business you would like NVFC to address please contact 
Ken or Bryant by May 1st. 

On a national front that affects Kentucky ambulance 
providers, the agreement has been signed for Project 
Hope.  This project entails the establishment of Medicare 
rates by HCFA.  All involved tried to get an increase in 
funding but basically the same pot of money will be 
divided differently than it is now.  Since Kentucky’s rates 
are so low, we should see some increases in 
transportation fees.  The NVFC has had someone at the 
table throughout the entire process and my EMS 
committee was given the opportunity to fine tune and 
respond to the agreement.  In the end we approved the 
document. 

New and Innovative Equipment

Volunteer Fire Assistance Program Receives Cut in 
FY 2001 Budget Request 

NVFC Must Now Look to Congress for Relief.  The 
Clinton administration has dealt a substantial set back to 
the gain that was made last year by the NVFC regarding 
Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) program funding.  When 
the administration released its fiscal year 2001 budget 
earlier this month, they had requested only $2.5 million 
for the program even though the program was funded at 
$3.25 million in FY 2000.  The program receives annual 
grant requests of more than $24 million.  The NVFC, 
along with the National Association of State Foresters 
and the Congressional Fire Services Institute's National 
Advisory Committee, support an appropriation of $10 
million for the VFA program in FY 2001.  This figure 
represents a more sensible funding level for a program 
that is responsible for providing assistance to nearly 
28,000 rural communities. 

The VFA program is one of the most cost-effective 
programs in the Federal Government, with nearly all 
funds going to local fire protection agencies.  The VFA 
program is administered by the USDA Forest Service in 
conjunction with the State Foresters.  It provides cost 
share grants to rural fire departments in communities of 
less than 10,000 and fire departments are required to 
match each grant on a 50-50 basis.  Funding is 
appropriated by the Interior Appropriations 
Subcommittee of the U.S. House and Senate. 
Action: If you see your Representative or Senator below, 
call/write them and urge them to support funding for the 
Volunteer Fire Assistance Program at the $10 million 
level for FY 2001. If you do not know their number, call 
the Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121.  

Fire Service Hearing Set for April 
Panel Will Hear Testimony on FIRE Bill and Other Fire 

Service Legislation.  The National Volunteer Fire Council 
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(NVFC) and the other major fire service organizations 
have finally been able to secure a joint Congressional 
Hearing which will be held by the House Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure and the House 
Committee on Science on April 12th.  The panel will hear 
testimony on current fire service legislation in front of 
Congress, most notably on H.R. 1168, the Firefighter 
Investment and Response Enhancement (FIRE) Act.  
The Fire Bill was introduced in the House by 
Representatives by Bill Pascrell (D-NJ) and Curt Weldon 
(R-PA) on March 17 and in the Senate by Senators 
Christopher Dodd (D-CT) and Mike DeWine (R-OH) on 
November 17.  This legislation would help correct the 
history of the federal government's lack of commitment to 
the fire service.  It will attempt to give firefighters the level 
of funding the federal government has provided to law 
enforcement, educators, and other professionals.  For 
fiscal year 1999, the federal government will spend 
approximately $32 million on fire prevention and training.  
Comparatively, the federal government will spend over 
$11 billion on law enforcement. 

The FIRE Bill would authorize $5 billion in competitive 
grants to fire departments over 5 years.  It would provide 
grants to fire departments for training, EMS expenses, 
apparatus, communications, wellness/fitness programs, 
PPE, infrastructure modification, personnel, certification 
of fire inspectors, fire prevention programs and public 
education.  The grants would be available to volunteer, 
paid, and combination departments and fire departments 
would have to match 10 percent of the grant to be 
eligible.   

The panel will also discuss H.R. 3155, the Firefighter's 
Local-Federal Assistance for Management of 
Emergencies (FLAME) Act.  The FLAME Act, introduced 
on October 27 by Rep. George Gekas (R-PA), would 
help volunteer fire companies struggling to pay 
enormous debts for equipment by establishing an $11 
million per year grant program to provide assistance to 
emergency response organizations in states that have in 
effect an emergency response loan program. 

The FLAME act would distribute federal grants 
through these programs of up to $15,000, or equal to 
what the company receives through voluntary 
contributions and local government and municipality 
grants.  Available FLAME Act funds would total $22 
million and would be drawn from existing accounts under 
the U.S. Department of Transportation.  Tentative 
starting time for the hearing is at 1pm.   

College Fire Prevention Act Introduced in Senate 
Bill Addresses NVFC Concerns over Sprinklers in 

Dormitories.  On February 24 Senators John Edwards 
(D-NC), Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) and Robert Torricelli 
(D-NJ) introduced S. 2100, the College Fire Prevention 
Act.  The bill would provide for fire sprinkler systems in 
public and private college and university housing and 

dormitories, including fraternity and sorority housing and 
dormitories.  The NVFC has been a long-time advocate 
of sprinklers in public facilities.  

The bill comes in response to the tragedy that 
occurred on January 19, when a fire occurred at a Seton 
Hall University dormitory. Three male freshmen, all 18 
years of age, died. Fifty-four students, two South Orange 
firefighters, and two South Orange police officers were 
injured. The dormitory was a six-story, 350-room 
structure built in 1952, which housed approximately 600 
students. It was equipped with smoke alarms but no fire 
sprinkler system. 

In addition, on Mother's Day 1996 in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, a fire in the Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity House 
killed 5 college juniors and injured three. The three-story 
plus basement fraternity house was 70 years old. The 
National Fire Protection Association has identified 
several factors that contributed to the tragic fire, including 
the lack of fire sprinkler protection. 

The legislation would authorize $100 million a year for 
five years to the Secretary of Education to award grants, 
on a competitive basis, to States, private or public 
colleges or universities, fraternities, or sororities to assist 
them in providing fire sprinkler systems for their student 
housing and dormitories.  In addition, the grants must be 
matched on a 50/50 basis.  The bill also directs the 
Comptroller General to gather data on the number of 
college and university housing facilities and dormitories 
that have and do not have fire sprinkler systems and 
other forms of built-in fire protection mechanisms. 

It is estimated that in a typical year between 1980 and 
1997, there were an average of 1,800 fires at 
dormitories, fraternities, and sororities, involving one 
death, 69 injuries, and $8.1 million in property damage. 
Within dormitories the number one cause of fires is arson 
or suspected arson. The second leading cause of college 
building fires is cooking, while the third leading cause is 
smoking. 

The National Fire Protection Association has no 
record of a fire killing more than two people in a 
completely fire sprinklered public assembly, educational, 
institutional, or residential building where the sprinkler 
system was operating properly. In addition, new 
dormitories are generally required to have advanced 
safety systems such as fire sprinklers. But such 
requirements are rarely imposed retroactively on existing 
buildings.  In 1997, more than 90 percent of the campus 
building fires reported to fire departments occurred in 
buildings where there were smoke alarms present. 
However, only 28 percent had fire sprinklers present. 

The bill was referred to the Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 
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Fire and Life Safety 
Education 

Teacher of the Year Award 
2000 

The NFPA is seeking 
nominations for its fourth annual 
"NFPA Teacher of the Year 
Award," designed to recognize 
teachers who have 

demonstrated excellence and innovation in the use of 
NFPA's school-based education programs. The award is 
cosponsored by the NFPA and the family of Rhea Reiss, 
a longtime advocate for fire safety education, and wife of 
NFPA Board First Vice Chair Martin "Mickey" Reiss. 

"Teachers are the key to teaching our children how to 
be safer from fires, burns, and other preventable 
injuries," says Meri-K Appy, NFPA's vice president of 
Public Education. "This award gives us an opportunity to 
honor those extraordinary educators whose creativity 
and exceptional commitment to their students' education 
and well-being goes far beyond the call of duty." 

Nominees must be full- or part-time classroom 
teachers or daycare providers in a public, private, or 
parochial school system who have used NFPA's Risk 
Watch and/or Learn Not to Burn educational materials in 
a consistent and creative manner.  Nominees must be 
able to document an improvement in the fire safety 
knowledge and behavior of participating students and 
their families. 

You may download the official  nomination form (PDF) 
or contact NFPA's Public Education division 
(lcordone@nfpa.org) for information. All nomination 
forms must be returned to NFPA by May 8, 2000. The 
NFPA will announce the names of five award finalists on 
May 31, 2000. On June 9, 2000, the NFPA will select 
one "Teacher of the Year." 

The winner – and the person who nominates the 
winning teacher – will receive an expense-paid trip to 
NFPA's Fall Educational Conference in Orlando, Florida, 
in November 2000. The teacher will also receive a 
selection of NFPA educational materials and a statue of 
NFPA's official mascot, Sparky ® the Fire Dog. 

 
Fireman Joe Says: 
I want to mention the excellent article by Battalion 

Chief, Hugh Ogle of the Hawseville Fire Department 
regarding their “Project Life” program.  I commend the 
work the fire and life safety efforts of the Hawesville 
members have done with this outstanding program, my 
knowledge of their efforts go back a ways with my good 
friend Dale Edwards.  I do indeed share the comments of 
chief Ogle, just when we think our fire prevention efforts 
are moving in the right direction reality comes along and 
smacks us right in the face. 

For two straight Monday mornings in a row I enjoyed 
my morning coffee until I read the morning paper to see 
where eleven people had died as a result of a fire in their 
home.  Talk about totally ruining my day, what a lousy 
way to start the New Year!  Eight of those fire deaths 
happened in one day, and in our state!  You have to 
wonder, when will people ever understand, “You have to 
have a Smoke Detector”! 

We have worked so hard throughout our state 
educating our citizens, Learn Not To Burn, Smoke 
Detector Programs are everywhere, school programs, 
hour upon hour in Day Care facilities and so on.  We 
continue to make tremendous strides in our fire and life 
safety efforts but our work is and will never be done.  We 
congratulate the efforts of our fire and life safety 
educators throughout our great Commonwealth.  Our 
Fire and Life Safety Committee continues to be strong 
and our efforts never ceasing.  Still people are dying and 
being injured because of fire!  I implore all departments, 
Fire Chiefs, Board Members and Firefighters everywhere 
to evaluate what you have done, are doing, and what you 
have planned in the future to promote fire and life safety 
education for your communities.  The very lives of your 
children and elderly DEPEND ON IT!!! 

Until next time, Take Care and God Bless! 
Joseph “Fireman Joe” Stambush 
 

KFA Public Fire and Life Safety Educator Committee 
Meeting 

The KFA Public Fire and Life Safety Educator 
Committee will hold it’s next meeting at the State Fire 
Marshall’s Office in Frankfort on April 20, 2000 starting at 
11 AM EST.  Lunch will be served.  For directions call 
Shonda Perkins at 502-564-3626.  Guest speaker will be 
Ann Arnsburg from the Bingham Child Guidance Center.  
Her topic will be “The Juvenile Fire Setter”.  The agenda 
will include: 

1. Kid Care ID Program. 
2. Upcoming LNTB Scheduled Workshops for 2000. 
3. Statewide Public Education Workshop in Etown. 
4. Kentucky Officers School Final Report. 
5. 1999 Final Report for LNTB. 
6. Fire Prevention Week “The Great Escape” Oct 8-

14. 
7. Old/New Business. 
8. Good & Welfare of the Organization. 
If you cannot attend the meeting on April 20th, and you 

have question or concerns, please feel free to contact 
John Henderson at 606-261-8386. 

Please try to attend or send a representative. 
See you there! 

REMEMBER: 
“IF YOU WANT TO WIN” 

“WE MUST PLAY AS A TEAM” 
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Official Rules KFA Public Fire and Life Safety 
Educator of the Year Award 

The State Fire Marshal and the Kentucky Firefighters 
Association (KFA) is accepting nominations for the 2000 
Public Fire and Life Safety Educator of the Year.   

The purpose of this award is to appropriately 
recognize a Public Educator and Fire Department, who 
has contributed significantly to educating the public 
throughout the Commonwealth, through acts of 
extraordinary service, innovation, dedication, and 
support. 

The winning nomination and their Fire Department will 
be recognized at this years, State Fire School in 
Lexington, Kentucky on June 6, 2000. 

Official Rules 
1.  Entries must be mailed to: 

KFA Life Safety Educator of the Year 
JOHN D HENDERSON 
616 POPLAR STREET 
BELLEVUE KY 41073 

2.  Entries must be postmarked no later than close of 
business May 5, 2000.  Include a copy of the form on 
page 13 with your proposal.   

3.  Proposals must be typed (double spaced) on one 
side of the page only.  You may use separate sheet/s 
if necessary. 

4.  Proposals submitted become property of KFA and 
cannot be returned. 

5.  The decision of the judges is final. 
 
 
 

BY SYLVAN SMITH 
By time you read this, the Legislative Session 2000 

will all but be history.  As in the past it gets a little harder 
to keep up with all the Bills.  This year we had about 82 
bills that we were watching. 

We have addressed all issues that the KFA 
Legislation 2000 Committee listed.  The Fire 
Commission’s HB 631 is through the House and Senate 
sub-committee and by now I hope it has been signed into 
law by the Governor.  SB 359 would require those fire 
departments and fire department districts that contract 
with privately owned emergency medical service or fire 
protection service providers by ordinance to conduct two 
public hearings prior to the adoption of the ordinance.  
HB 408 addresses the presumption that heart and lung 
disease in a firefighter is occupationally related.  It 
passed the house 95 to 0 on March 8th and Mar 13-to 
Economic Development, Tourism & Labor in the Senate. 

The first month we were busy getting Sponsors and 
watching what could hurt us.  Then they put in HB 537 
related to retirement. That bill alone was enough to keep 
two men busy. Then the second month the bills started to 

come so fast you couldn’t keep up with them. We thought 
that 537 was bad then they put in SB 349 now that is a 
really bad one. Now the last day to file bills has passed 
so we can get these bills through. We helped on HB 312 
which allows EMTs currently under National Registry to 
re-certify under a Kentucky certification if they choose to 
do so and some on the EMS HB 405 which will put EMTs 
under their own board not EMS office in CHS.  We’ll do 
all we can to get that bill out but it’s running late and 
there’s a lot to do with it yet.  EMS needs HB 405 bad. 
It’s going through with no new money in it with the hope 
that in the  last days we can have some put in the budget 
bill for it.  We have someone on A&R that’s looking at 
doing that. 

We just got in they ran late and we had a committee 
meeting after. HB 405 passed out of the house tonight 
95-0.  It had one vote against it but he changed his no to 
a yes.  HB 749 also passed today that’s a taxing bill for  
Chapter 75 departments.  HB 405 is a bold move for 
Kentucky in that a committee similar to the way the Fire 
Commission operates will now (if it passes) direct EMS.  
Other states have done something like this and it has 
become very successful.  Given this bill we will have the 
opportunity to prove that we can run the EMS program 
better than the cabinet did. 

This has been an interesting session.  We have won 
some important victories and suffered some minor 
defeats.  At this early stage of the game it’s anybody’s 
guess how it will turn out.  However, rest assured we 
have done all we can to make Kentucky a safer place to 
live and work. 

Gerald Stewart and myself would like to thank all who 
have taken time out of their busy schedules to make 
phone calls, write letters, send E-mail, and speak with 
legislators face to face.  It takes that kind of effort to get 
things accomplished.  We could not do this without 
you!! 

 

Legislative Report 

A life is a terrible thing to waste. 
By Woody Will 

It may be because I work a lot on a state wide basis or 
maybe because I am editor of your newsletter that the 
fire service obituaries come to me but for whatever the 
reason, I have a lot of information about firefighter 
deaths.  I guess I should be used to it by now but I’m not.  
Each and every one of these people are precious not 
only to their families, not just to their departments, not 
just to their State Associations, and not just to the 
National Fire Service Organizations but to each and 
every one of us.  Why?  Because deep down in the gut of 
every firefighter lies the knowledge that there by the 
Grace of God go I.  Each and every one of us knows that 
we could be the next one that the Bagpipes and Taps are 
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played for.  Let me relate to you some of the latest 
statistical information. 

 
Year Deaths* Fireground 

Injuries** 
Total 

Injuries** 
1988 136 61,790 102,900 
1989 118 58,250 100,700 
1990 108 57,100 100,300 
1991 109 55,830 103,300 
1992 75 52,290 97,700 
1993 77 52,885 101,500 
1994 104 52,875 95,400 
1995 96 50,640 94,500 
1996 95 45,725 87,150 
1997 94 40,920 85,400 
1998 91 43,080 87,500 

*This figure reflects the number of deaths published in USFA’s annual report. 
** This figure reflects the number of deaths published in NFPA’s annual report. 

The statistics show a decrease over the last 11 years 
but the average is still 100 firefighter a year.  That is 
unacceptable.  Each year an average of 51,944 
firefighters are injured on the fireground.  That to is 
unacceptable.  Each year an average of 96,031 
firefighters are injured in the service of those we are 
trying to protect.  That to is unacceptable!   

I have been taking count since the new year began and 
I want to share with you who these statistics are and how 
and why they died in the line of duty.  That makes it more 
personal.  They are not just a bunch of numbers.  These 
are real people with real families.  They have kids that 
are in band at school, play basketball, football, take part 
in spelling bees, and do the same things your kids do 
only they will now be doing them minus a father or 
mother. 

These statistics have names and they are: 
1. Robert Polland, Kimberling City Missouri, collapsed at a 

brush fire died of cerebral bleed, 1/1/2000. 
2. Lee A. Purdy, Spencerville Ohio, heart attack at 

structure fire, 1/8/2000. 
3. Robert M. Jones, Unity Maine, collapsed at scene of 

structure fire, 1/12/2000. 
4. Gary Lynn Baker Sr., Littleton North Carolinia, drowned 

during a dive training session, 1/15/2000. 
5. Emest Young, Rochester Pennsylvania, head injuries 

sustained from a fall while performing maintenance, 
1/17/2000. 

6. Juan Gilbert De Leon, McAllen Texas, heart attack 
while performing administrative duties, 1/17/2000. 

7. James Altic, Half way Missouri, apparatus accident 
while responding to a fire, 1/17/2000. 

8. Brian K. Burnett, Michigan City Indiana, apparatus 
accident while responding to a fire, 1/22/2000. 

9. Walter Gass, Sealy Texas, died from burns sustained 
while fighting a residential house fire, 1/27/2000. 

10. Christopher Whelan, Norfolk Virginia, heart attack while 
on duty, 2/13/2000. 

11. Lewis Mayo, Houston Texas, died in roof collapse 
searching for a lost firefighter, 2/14/2000. 

12. Kimberly Smith, Houston Texas, died in roof collapse 
searching for a lost firefighter, 2/14/2000. 

13. Richard Spink, Ft. Campbell Kentucky, heart attack 
during training session, 2/13/2000. 

14. James Geiger, Defiance Ohio, heart attack while 
returning from an EMS call, 2/19/2000. 

15. Paul Eugene Cooper, Hoopa California, apparatus 
accident while responding to a vehicle accident, 
2/11/2000. 

16. Robert A. Jackson, Atoka Oklahoma, apparatus 
accident while responding to a grass fire, 2/29/2000. 

17. David Paul Sutton, Fraser Michigan, died from smoke 
inhalation while performing rescue at a residential house 
fire, ¾/2000. 

18. Javier Lerma, Memphis Tennessee, shot while 
responding to a residential fire, 3/8/2000. 

19. William Blakemore, Memphis Tennessee, shot while 
responding to a residential fire, 3/8/2000. 

20. Robert Buhler, Delmont South Dakota, died from burns 
sustained while fighting a wildland fire, 3/15/2000. 

That’s 20 brothers and sisters that died in the line of 
duty just since January.  The first quarter is not even 
over and we have 20 deaths.  It is not hard to see that 
mathematically it looks like we will again this year be at 
the 100 line of duty death level.  Could some of the 
deaths have been avoided.  Did they all have to die the 
way they did?  No they did not.  Then why did they?  The 
answer lies in each case presented; each has a story to 
be told.  But let me get down to the meat of my story.  I 
get sick listing to firefighters whine each time someone 
tries to make things safer.  Each time some new device 
is introduced to make firefighting safer.  That’s right they 
complain.  ARE YOU STUPID OR SOMETHING? 

The Fire Commission has taken a bold step (at least 
for the Fire Commission) in requiring all new firefighters 
(those who certify after 7/1/2000) to take the new 
“Firefighter Survival Course”.  This is the first course in 
Kentucky designed to save YOUR LIFE, yet some 
people are complaining.  I have heard little or no 
complaints from those who have taken the course only 
from those armchair quarterbacks who complain about 
everything.  Either because they are not secure about 
their own skills or they may be jealous because they did 
not come up with the course themselves.  We of the Fire 
Commission are hoping all firefighters will want to take 
the course once they know what it is really all about.  

However, let me assure you no course can correct 
stupidity.  When firefighter refuse to ware breathing 
apparatus, turnout gear, and other safety equipment then 
things are going to go wrong.  What then should the 
“careful and prudent” fire chief do?  Several things: 

1. Set a carefully planed set of operational guidelines. 
2. Enforce the guidelines equally for all personnel. 



KFA Smoke Signals II     

3. Ensure that all personnel have been given 
adequate instruction before they attempt to do a 
task no matter what it is. 

4. Start a certification program based on standards 
not hours for your people either through the state or 
on your own. 

5. Inspect all equipment on a regular basis, repair or 
replace broken items. 

6. Have a “NO Tolerance” rule in the use of breathing 
apparatus and personal protective equipment. 

7. Approach the fire service as a business because it 
is.  There is not anything we do that can’t kill you.  
Leave the “Good Ole Boys’ at the house because 
that’s where they belong. 

8. Stop using “We’re Just Volunteers” as a crutch.  
Fire, apparatus rollovers, smoke inhalation, building 
collapse, kill us all the same.  It doesn’t care if you 
get paid for dying or not. 

I go to too many firefighter funerals each year.  The 
look on the faces are the same.  The look of “Could I 
have done anything differently to cause the outcome to 
have been different?”  We all have the same goal for 
every fire or rescue.  At the end – Everyone goes 
home safely!! 

I have said more than I should have but like always I 
have been honest with you.  I can’t be any other way it’s 
all I know how to be. 

Woody Will Editor, Smoke Signals II 

Attention Fire Chiefs 
Many chiefs and fire departments have commented on 

the value of the program book/directory.  You know the 
slick covered book that is mailed in August to each 
department and KFA Sustaining and Personal Members.  
Well it is that time of year again to update the data base 
that produces that book.  Several of you have mentioned 
that your department information is incorrect, outdated or 
just plain wrong.  That’s OK.  We have time to fix it.  
There are several ways to correct it: 

1. You can call me (Woody) at 270-766-5238 Fax 270-766-
5251 

2. You can E-Mail me at wwill@kvnet.org 
3. You can go to the KFA web Page and click on my Email 

 

Jefferson County Firefighter's house burns 
Lt. Fonzy Medley with PRP station #3, Jefferson 

County EMS, the KY Search Dog Association and the 
webmaster for the PRP fire dept. web page needs your 
help.  March 16th at around 15:30 hours his house 
caught fire causing extensive damage. Luckily he, his 
wife, and 2 kids were not home. However, they have lost 
a lot. I am hoping we can get some kind of fund going to 
help him and his family in their time of need. The PRP 
Fire Dept headquarters phone number is 502-935-3878. 

Any means of support, whether financial, letters of 
encouragement, etc. would be greatly appreciated. 
Thanks in advance for your help.  Sincerely, Firefighter 
Rodger Tabor Pleasure Ridge Park Fire Protection 
District Station #3 
 

MINUTES OF THE KENTUCKY 
FIREFIGHTER ASSOCIATION 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
FEBRUARY 19, 2000 
OWENSBORO, KY 

The meeting was called to order by 
President Stewart at 10:00am CST. Roll 
call was taken, absentees noted. 
President Stewart introduced Secretary Ron McCloud of 
the Cabinet for Public Protection and Regulation, along 
with Commissioner Dennis Langford of Housing, Building 
& Construction.  

A motion was made and seconded to accept the 
minutes of the previous meeting. Motion Carried. By way 
of a motion, Vice President Richard Hurt announced the 
need to go into Executive Session. Gary Clarke 
seconded this motion.  Motion Carried. After discussing 
an issue at hand, a motion was made by Secretary 
Jansing and seconded by Treasurer Stiles to come out of 
executive session. Motion carried. The chairmen and 
others re-entered the room and the regular order of 
business continued.  

A thank you card from the family of Mike and Alice 
O’Day was read. This was for the flowers that the KFA 
sent at the passing of Mike’s mother.  

Treasurer’s Report. Bryant handed out a detailed 
written report of the finances, budget, etc. Motion by 
Secretary Jansing to accept the report and authorize 
payment of bills. Seconded by Randy Lawson. Motion 
carried.  

Committee Reports: 
Advisory: Fred Brandenburg stated that he met with 

Pastor Bill Fort of the 1st Baptist Church of Richmond to 
inquire if he would be interested in being the Chaplain for 
the KFA. His response was positive. A motion was made 
and seconded that Pastor Fort become our Chaplain. 
Motion Carried. Fred will present him with a pocket 
badge with his title as “Pastor”. A brother in need 

Membership: Richard Hurt stated we currently have 
281 member departments. He stated he has been 
working on the idea of membership plaques and stated 
they would run under $20.00. He will have more at the 
next meeting.  

Scholarship: Jim Peden asked permission for the 
authority to sell the four original prints, possibly on the 
internet. He suggested a minimum of $ 5000.00 each. 
Jim stated he has had two request for scholarships, and 
would like to be able to give out some money in August 
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(2000). Jim stated that Our Designs sold 32 full sets over 
the holidays along with 54 of the 1st print and 15 of the 
2nd. Discussion was held on the criteria for selecting the 
scholarships. A motion was made by Bryant Stiles that 
the originals be sold for $25,000 for the set of four. 
Seconded by Dave Jansing. Motion carried. A motion 
was made by Bryant that Jim and his committee meet 
and have the criteria ready for the scholarship selections  
by the June meeting. 2nd by Walter Johnson. Motion 
Carried.  

EMS- Duane Suttles discussed several of the EMS 
bills pending in Frankfort including  HB 405 to create a 
regulatory board  and HB 312 that is awaiting the 
Governor’s Signature.  

NVFC- Bryant read a report prepared by Ken Knipper 
who could not be at the meeting due to river flooding 
issues in Northern Ky.  

Emergency Management- Otto Mock was tied up 
teaching a class during the Green River Officer’s School, 
and no report was given.  

Special Events- Charlie Shaw stated that he did not 
have a report at the present time.  

Constitution & By-Laws- Terry Keller stated that his 
committee have had some meetings as they continue to 
update the by-laws based of the Futuristic Visions 
Committee that reported at the 99 Conference.  

State Fire School- There was nothing new to report 
at this meeting.  
Legislative: President Stewart and Chairman Sylvan 
Smith gave a report on the numerous bills pertaining to 
the fire service during the current session. Discussion 
took place on several of these. Anyone with an E-Mail 
address that wishes to receive weekly updates from 
Smitty can do so by giving your email address to him. 
They are also placed on the KFA WEB PAGE at 
www.kyfa.org. On Tuesday, February 22, 2000 from 
4:00PM to 8:00PM there will be a chili festival with the 
legislators in Frankfort. Everyone is welcome. Smitty 
announced that included in the Governor’s Budget 
package is a $100.00 raise in incentive pay for the paid 
firefighters. ($3000.00 to $3100.00) 

Public Fire Education- John Henderson announced 
a smoke detector program through the fire marshal’s 
office and FEMA. This year it will take place in Pike, 
Russell and Johnson County. John stated that 42-44 
people attended the Pub-Ed seminar last fall in 
Elizabethtown. It cost under $500.00 to put this training 
on. The Great Escape banners will be available again 
this year. The next workshop will be at State Fire School, 
and the next Pub Ed meeting will be at the SFM office in 
Frankfort on April 20, 2000. John stated that a firefighter 
in Louisville has received a grant for the “Kidcare ID” 
program to take place in all of the public schools in KY. 
There will be a letter going out to all Fire Chiefs 
concerning this.  

Fallen Firefighter Memorial- Rick Games announced 
that we are within $25,000 of having the monument paid 
off. Please, if you or your department has not yet 
purchased a paver for $100.00 please do so. If you need 
information concerning them, please contact Chief Rick 
Games at the Elizabethtown FD.  

Job Descriptions- Mike O’Day stated that his 
committee has met and had prepared a partial report. 
They will continue to meet to address all of the various 
offices and positions.  

New Business: Gary Clarke and Danny Blevins 
discussed GSA purchasing with regards to Wild land 
fires. (Example: Shelters $70.00/ $40.00) A motion was 
made by Bryant and 2nd by Richard Hurt that a wild land 
fire committee be set up with Gary Clarke as the 
chairman. Motion Carried.  

Secretary Jansing made a motion to go back into 
executive session to further discuss the issue from the 
earlier executive session. This was seconded by Bryant 
Stiles. Motion Carried.  

The next E-Board meeting will be held in conjunction 
with State Fire School on Sunday June 4th, 2000. 

The regular board meeting was adjourned at 4:00PM.   
Respectfully submitted, David E. Jansing Secretary  
 

Forest Fire Season 
Kentucky Forestry fire season started Feb 15 through 

April 30.  This was a change in 1999, and is continued 
this year per KRS 149.400. 

It restricts outside burning between the hours of 18:00 
to 06:00, within 150 feet from woodland, and the use of 
flammable fuels to start fires. 

Under Air Quality laws it’s still illegal to burn garbage, 
and other toxic materials at any time. 

 
House Bill 631 and 405 Pass!!! 

I guess you get to have some latitude in doing things 
when you are the editor of a newsletter.  I decided not to 
send the paper to the printer until I knew the fate of 
House Bills 631 and 405.  I am proud to announce that 
on March 24th House Bill 631 was enrolled, signed by 
each presiding officer of both houses and was, delivered 
to the Governor for signature.  House Bill 405 has 
passed through the Senate, has gone back to the House 
for concurrence, and it also will go to the Governor for 
signature.  This is a great time in the life of Kentucky Fire 
Service when two exciting events will take place.  1. The 
Fire Commission and its training arm are finally getting 
together under one roof.  This will improve your ability to 
get training and will also be better for the availability of 
training equipment.  2. It is also a good day for EMS.  We 
will finally get a responsive system that will be governed 
by a board instead of incompetent bureaucrats without a 
clue of what’s going on. 
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Kentucky Firefighters Association  
2000 Kentucky State  

Public Fire and Life Safety Educator of the Year  
Nomination Application 

 
Your Name:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Address:___________________________________________________________Apt#_______________ 

City:_______________________________________________ State:______________ Zip: _________________ 

Phone:  (Work) ____________________________________  (Home) __________________________________ 

Nomination Information 

Fire Department: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Fire Chief Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  (Station) _______________________________ (Chief’s Home) ________________________________ 

Name of Nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Position: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Address: ____________________________________________ Apt. # ____________________________ 

City: ______________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: _________________________ 

Phone:  (Work) _____________________________________(Home) __________________________________ 

Length of service as a firefighter:________________________________________________________________ 

Personal Profile: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason for Nomination (Specify community service, type of program etc.)  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 KFA EoY 3/16/00 
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KFA 2000 
80TH ANNUAL 

KENTUCKY FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION 
CONFERENCE 

AUGUST 5-8, 2000  EXECUTIVE INN 
PADUCAH, KENTUCKY  1-800-866-3636 

Name 
 
 

$50.00 
Amount 

Spouse or Guest Name 
 
 

$50.00  

ADDITIONAL BANQUET TICKETS 
 
 

$25.00  

Mailing Address 
 
 

Total amount enclosed  

DEPARTMENT REPRESENTING 
 
 

CASINO BOAT TICKETS no 
charge 

# 

PHONE 
 
 

FAX EMAIL 

 
RETURN TO: PATRICIA WALKER 
    PO BOX 7408 
    PADUCAH, KY.  42002 

MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO KFA 2000 CONFERENCE 
 
WHEN MAKING RESERVATIONS AT THE EXECUTIVE INN, BE SURE AND INFORM 
THEM YOU ARE WITH THE KFA ,TO RECEIVE YOUR SPECIAL ROOM RATE. 
 

ROOM RATES 
$52.00 SINGLE OR DOUBLE (PLUS TAX) 

SUITES - $110.00 – SINGLE OR DOUBLE (PLUS TAX) 
1-800-866-3636 

 
Please feel free to copy and distribute this form 
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80th Annual KFA Conference 
Paducah Kentucky 

Conference Ad Form/Invoice 
 

Gerald Stewart President of the Kentucky Firefighters Association and the men and women of the 
Jackson Purchase Firefighters Association look forward to hosting your 2000 Conference in Paducah 
Kentucky August 5th - 8th.  The annual conference book will again this year have the membership, directory 
of departments, Sustaining Members, fire related state agencies directly in the conference booklet.  The 
directory is used by the majority of departments throughout the year as a telephone ready reference for 
purchases, and various other phone and address needs.  If you advertise in this year’s conference book it will 
not only be given to all conference attendees, but it will also be mailed to every department, state agency, and 
fire related person on the Smoke Signals II mailing list.  This will give every vendor access to every 
department all year LONG!   

Advertising Rates 
Color Amount Black and White Amount
Full Page (limited number) 600.00 Full Page* 400.00
Half Page (limited number) 300.00 Half Page* 200.00
1/4 Page (limited number) 200.00 1/4 Page* 100.00
All adds must be finished 
copies 

Business Cards 30.00

* 50% discount for emergency service agencies (Fire Depts, Rescue squads, Etc) 
Please detach or copy and return this form below along with your check and ad to: 
KFA Conference Ad Sales    ( Make check payable to) 
Jim Hartz, Fulton Fire Department 

Ad Deadline May 26, 2000 PO BOX 1350 
Fulton, KY.  42041 
Phone 270-472-1423 or Fax 270-472-0686 or E-Mail jimhartz@yahoo.com  
There are a limited number of color pages.  They will be given out on a first come first serve basis. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------cut----------------------------------------- 

Ad Name  
Submitted By  
Address  
City  State  Zip  
Wk 
Phone   Home Phone Fax Number 

Check the appropriate box below: 
 Check included  Please bill me at the address above 

 
We look forward to seeing you at the 80th KFA Conference August 5th through the 8th, 2000.   

See ya in August!! 
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KFA Smoke Signals II
PO Box 117
Cecilia KY 42724-0117

In Loving Memory of a Good Friend of KFA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Brook Gibson Sr. 
Born: November 2, 1918  Entered Into Eternal Life: March 9, 2000 

Brook graduated from Monticello High School in 1938.  
He served in the US Navy in WWII.  After returning to 
Monticello in 1947, he married Edwina Campbell and he 
became a local businessman.  Brook became Chief of the 
Monticello FD in 1951 and retired as Chief after 43 years 
of service.  He also served as Assistant State Fire 
Marshall, Deputy State Forest Warden, and Past 
President of the Lake Cumberland Area Firefighters 
Association.  He was recognized as the longest serving 
Fire Chief and Honorary Chief of the Campbellsville/Taylor 
County Rescue.  Brook was a good friend of KFA and the 
Fire Service.  His parents and four brothers preceded him 
in death.  His wife Edwina, two sons and their wives Joe 
and Karen Gibson, Dana and Thalia Gibson and 3 
Grandchildren Shelley, Kimberly and Nicholas survive him.  
He was a good man and will be missed. 

 KFA Smoke Signals II 
This is a Publication of The Kentucky Firefighters Association.  Send all comments and articles to KFA Smoke Signals II 

PO Box 117 Cecilia Kentucky 42724.  Voice (502) 862-9491 Fax  (502) 862-9058 or Internet wwill@kvnet.org 
 Publisher ....... Charles W Shaw   /    Editor ........ Woody Will 

June issue deadline for submission of articles is  
May 10th, 2000

EL

PE
BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
IZABETHTOWN, 

KY 
RMIT NO. 103 


